


Dear GAEL Family, 

On behalf of the GAEL Board of Directors and our 1,800 members, I would like to wel-
come you all to the 47th annual Summer GAEL Conference! Your presence here is not just 
about the conference, but also a symbolic gesture by you and your colleagues that we are 
part of something much bigger than our duties in our individual communities. Rather, we 
are part of a state-wide team of professional educators, of a sacred commitment of service 
to 1.8 million children in public education in our state, that will leave a legacy for the future 
of all Georgians for another 47 years!

During your conference experience, we hope you will take advantage of the professional learning and networking 
we have to offer. Whether you benefit from the innovations shared by your colleagues in a breakout session or 
whether you are inspired and reminded of your “Why” by listening to one of our keynote presenters, the purpose 
of this conference is to grow as an individual leader AND as a state-wide team so that we can then pay it forward 
to those we serve and support back home. It is my personal hope that we will all use the conference to share what 
we have learned in a very unique and challenging year and then kick off the FY2021 school year stronger than 
ever before. May we all grow and serve through our membership in GAEL, and may we all be #GAELSTRONG 
in 2020-2021! 

Robert “Buddy” Costley, Executive Director

Greetings and welcome to the 47th annual Summer GAEL Conference!

Since 1974, leaders within Georgia’s public education system have gathered at annu-
al GAEL conferences to grow their individual and collective capacities to lead in our 
schools and school systems.  I am so pleased that circumstances have allowed us to join 
together to continue the important work of our organization. The importance of growing 
our capacity to lead becomes even more evident when we are facing uniquely challenging 
times.  With this in mind, I am pleased to serve as GAEL President during the 2019-2020 
term and at a time when we are poised to show so much growth and capacity together in 
our schools and in our communities.  

Great care has gone into the design of this summer conference in order to provide as welcoming and safe an en-
vironment as possible for all attendees.  Our conference has also been developed with an emphasis on providing 
a forum that will foster powerful conversations among our members in hopes that we will hit our intended mark 
of growing better together.  

Thank you to GAEL Executive Director Buddy Costley and to the GAEL staff for their tireless efforts to ensure 
that we are able to gather together for this wonderful conference experience.  You and the GAEL staff are truly 
helping us all be #GAELSTRONG!

Jesse Davis, GAEL President

Welcome
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Conference Information

  Face coverings and hand sanitizer are provided for your conveneince.  Please comply with social 
  distancing requirements. Complete safety protocols are listed on the back cover.

  Please wear your name badge at all times. You must be present to win door prizes.

  All conference beverages provided by Coca-Cola.

  Conference photography provided by BPI Photography. 

  Please thank the conference sponsors and exhibitors for their support of the 2020 GAEL Summer
  Conference.  

 Presenters and materials distributed do not necessarily represent the official positions of GAEL.

The entire schedule is posted for download on the GAEL website.
www.gael.org
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Jesse Davis,  President
Richard Bazemore, President-Elect
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GAEL Staff
Robert Costley - Executive Director
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Hal Beaver - Director of Membership Services
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Becky Dove - Administrative Assistant
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1974-75 		  H. M. Fulbright
1975-76 		  J. Wesley Hardy
1976-77 		  Michael Hickerson
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2000-01 		  Mike Stanton
2001-02 		  Wayne Mullins
2002-03		  David Carpenter
2003-04 		  Mary Lou Jordan
2004-05		  John Phillips
2005-06		  Jimmy Stokes
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2007-08		  Larry Johnson
2008-09		  Suzi Bonifay
2009-10		  Philip Mellor
2010-11   		  Buster Evans
2011-12		  Mark Wilson
2012-13		  Jerry Davis
2013-14		  Cindy Flesher
2014-15		  Greg Arnsdorff
2015-16		  Donna Poole
2016-17		  Candace Norton
2017-18		  Jody Barrow
2018-19 		  Ben Wiggins
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11:30 AM		  Golf Tournament Registration		    			         Jekyll Golf Center

1:00 PM		  Ben Christie Memorial Golf Tournament    				                Pine Lakes Golf 
Course

Hal Beaver, Dusty Smith - Coordinators 
	 	      			   Sponsored by:  Carroll Daniel Construction, Herff Jones

				  
2:00 PM		  Tennis Tournament – Doubles	 Jekyll Island Tennis Center
					     Hal Beaver, Coordinator
					     Sponsored by: Jostens

4:30 PM		  GASSP Executive Committee                 				          Westin Hotel Lobby

7:00 PM		  GAEL Past Presidents Dinner  	 Satilla Room, Westin Hotel

Sponsored by: AIG Retirement Services

Saturday, July 11
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8:00 AM			   Tennis Tournament – Singles	 Jekyll Island Tennis Center
				    Hal Beaver, Coordinator
				    Sponsored by: Jostens

9:00 AM 			   GSSA Board of Directors 					               Jekyll Island Club

10:00 AM			   GAEL Executive Committee  		             Satilla Ballroom, Westin Hotel 
  
10:30 AM 			   GAEL Board of Directors     		             Satilla Ballroom, Westin Hotel
				    Board of Directors Luncheon                 

12:00 PM- 5:00 PM		  “Oceans of Fun 2020” Sign-Up        	   			              Oceanside Lobby
      			   Sponsored by:  Georgia Association of Extension 4-H Agents

Activities planned for the week include: biking & ice cream, seining and fish prints, kayaking, Summer Waves 
Park, GPS geocaching,  sea turtle center tour,  dolphin tour and kite-making.  Activity fees will be charged.	

12:00 PM- 5:00 PM		  Conference Registration					                Marshside Lobby        

12:00 PM–5:00 PM		  Exhibitor set up				        		            Atlantic Hall G-H	
      			 
	
12:30 PM			   GAMSP Executive Board Meeting		      	    Room 3
				    GAESP  Executive Board Meeting         	      	    Room 7-8
				    GACIS  Executive Board  Meeting		       	    Room 6 
			 

				  
1:00 PM			   GAMSP Board of Directors’ Meeting	      	    Room 3
				    GAESP Board of Directors’ Meeting         	      	    Room 7-8
				    GACIS Board of Directors’ Meeting		       	    Room 6   
				    GASSP Board of Directors Meeting		        	    Room 4-5				  
				  

Sunday, July 12
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3:00 PM 			   Grand Opening Session	 				        Atlantic Hall A-F
				    Presiding: Jesse Davis, GAEL President

				    Welcome and Pledge to the Flag
			 
3:15 PM			   Welcome from Glynn County Superintendent

3:20  PM     		  	 Featured Speaker

				    Introduction of Speaker: Jesse Davis, GAEL President

Speaker: The Honorable Brian Kemp, Governor of Georgia	 

Brian Kemp is a husband, father, businessman and public servant. On November 6, 
2018 he was elected Georgia’s 83rd governor – earning more votes than any gubernato-
rial candidate in state history. 

Governor Kemp built his first business – Kemp Development and Construction 
Company – with a pick-up truck and a shovel.  Over thirty years later, he is a successful 
entrepreneur with businesses and investments in banking, farming, timber, manufactur-
ing and real estate. 

Kemp served on the Board of Suncrest Stone in Tifton, as a founding director of First Madison Bank and on the 
St. Mary’s Hospital Board in Athens. From the backhoe to the boardroom, Governor Kemp understands how to 
successfully create jobs, grow companies, recruit start-ups and make deals on the international stage while also 
providing opportunities for hundreds of hardworking Georgians. 

Out of frustration with government, he ran for public office in the early 2000s.  In the State Senate, Kemp was 
instrumental in fighting to cut fees, taxes and mandates on job creators and bureaucratic red tape, slash spending 
and streamline government. 

As governor, Brian Kemp will fight to make Georgia #1 for small business through regulatory reform.  He will
 ensure that all parts of our state - including rural Georgia – have opportunities to grow and thrive. Kemp will 
fundamentally reform state government, keep our families safe and put hardworking Georgians first. 

We are honored to host Governor Kemp with us again at Summer GAEL, where he was presented in 2019 with the 
inaugural Hubert “Skip” Yow, Jr. Award for Education Advocacy.

3:40 PM			   Safety/Housekeeping…and GAEL 2066?
				    Speaker:  Robert “Buddy” Costley, GAEL Executive Director

Sunday, July 12
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4:00  PM		  GAEL Awards Program

			   Facilitators: Jesse Davis, GAEL President  and GAEL Affiliate Executive Directors

Fulbright Distinguished Service Award
This award is presented to a GAEL member who personifies the leadership qualities modeled by GAEL’s first Ex-
ecutive Director, H.M. Fulbright.

John Yates Scholarship
This award is presented in honor of John Yates, former Executive Director, in recognition of his many contribu-
tions to GAEL.

Jim Puckett Outstanding Educator Awards
This award is presented to outstanding educational leaders from each of the eight GAEL affiliates who are selected 
from member nominations based uponexemplary leadership characteristics.  This award was renamed in 2008 to 
honor the contributions of former GAEL Executive Director, Jim Puckett.

Presentations by GAEL Affiliate/Associate Presidents:

				    GACIS	
				    GAESP	
				    GAMSP											         
				    G-CASE	
				    SSTAGE
				    GASSP	
				    GSSA
				    GELFA

4:20 PM	 Featured Speaker	

		  Introduction of Speaker: Richard Bazemore, GAEL President-Elect

		  Speaker:  State Representative Chris Erwin
Chris Erwin currently serves as the director of Business Development for Carroll Daniel Construction Company. 
He is the current State Representative for House District 28.  Rep. Erwin retired after 11 years as superintendent of 
Banks County School System. He previously served as a school administrator in both Carroll County and Henry 
County. He is a graduate of the University of Georgia, where he received his Bachelor of Science in 1985. In 1989, 

Sunday, July 12
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he obtained his Master’s degree from Georgia State University and completed his Specialist degree from the Uni-
versity of West Georgia in 1995.

    Rep. Erwin is a former president of the Georgia School Superintendents Association and 
recently completed serving on the executive board for the American Association of 
School Administrators. He is a past member of the board of directors for Georgia Asso-
ciation of Educational Leaders. Rep. Erwin is an active member of various civic groups 
within his community. He has served as the president of the Banks County Chamber of 
Commerce and the Banks County Rotary Club. He also served as president of  Controls 
for Pioneer RESA from 2006 to 2008. Mr. Erwin has served as the vice-chair of the 
Board of Health in Banks County.

His outstanding civic efforts earned him the title of “Banks County Citizen of the Year 
2006.” He has served as an expert witness regarding controversial topics because of his 

vast educational proficiency in many areas. He has addressed groups around the state and nation about the cur-
rent trends and issues impacting education. In his pursuit to better prepare those of the profession, he has served 
as mentor and coach to many administrators throughout the state including multiple sitting superintendents. 
Erwin has been nominated by his peers, colleagues and board members as Superintendent of the Year for Georgia 
Schools and named a finalist in 2010, 2011 and 2012. In 2013, Erwin was named as Superintendent of the Year 
for Georgia.

 4:40 PM       		  Information Critical to Public Education: “Brian Buffington on Digital/Distance
				     Learning”
			   Introduction of Speaker: Claire Buck, GAEL Treasurer

			   Speaker: Brian Buffington, Pioneer RESA

5:30 PM 		  Grand Opening of the EXPO                       				           Atlantic Hall G-H
			   Wine and Cheese Reception
			   Sponsored by: Breaux Architects, Parrish Construction

7:00 PM      	  Low Country Boil Celebration	                		   Atlantic Hall A-F	
			    Sponsored by: AIG Retirement Services

Sunday, July 12
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7:15 AM		  Conference Registration   					          	          Marshside Lobby

		   	 Breakfast	                        		    	          			         Atlantic Hall G-H		
			   Presented by: Georgia Association of Extension 4-H Agents
		
			   Visit Expo		                   

8:15 AM		  General Session I		                				     Atlantic Hall A-F
			   Presiding: Jesse Davis, GAEL President	

8:20 AM		  Recognition of Sponsors
			   Facilitator: Connie Stovall, GAMSP President
			 
8:40 AM		  Keynote Address

			   Introduction of Speaker:  Craig Harper, PAGE Executive Director

			   Speaker:  Joseph Grenny

		  “The Skill of Crucial Conversations: SEL for Adults”

Joseph Grenny is a four-time New York Times bestselling author, dynamic keynote 
speaker, and leading social scientist for business performance. Over the past thirty 
years, Joseph has delivered engaging keynotes at major conferences including the 
HSM World Business Forum at Radio City Music Hall. Joseph’s work has been trans-
lated into 28 languages, is available in 36 countries, and has generated results for 300 
of the Fortune 500.

Joseph has shared the stage with General Colin Powell, Jack Welch, Jim Collins, and 
Brené Brown at some of the world’s premier leadership conferences and organiza-

tions including:

• HSM World Business Forum
• Willow Creek Global Leadership Summit
• American Society of Training and Development
• American Bankers Association

Joseph is the coauthor of four immediate New York Times bestsellers with more than three million copies in 
print: Crucial Conversations, Influencer, Crucial Accountability, and Change Anything.

He contributes regularly to Harvard Business Review and LinkedIn. He has appeared on The Today Show, CNN, 

Monday, July 13
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Bloomberg, and Fox Business News; and been featured in Forbes, Businessweek, the Wall Street Journal, the 
New York Times, USA Today, the Los Angeles Times, and the Washington Post.

For the past thirty years, Joseph has conducted social science research with the goal to help leaders and orga-
nizations achieve new levels of performance. Specifically, he has focused on human behavior—the underlying 
written and unwritten rules that shape what employees do every day.
		

10:05 AM			   Innovating System in the Age of COVID-19: 
				    Pike County Schools, “Set the Anchor: Navigating Times of Uncertainty”
			 
				    Introduction of Speakers: Alicia McCartney, GACIS President

	
10:30 AM			    Break/Visit EXPO
				    Sponsored by: GSBA Risk Management

11:10 AM  	 		  Special Interest Sessions I

12:10 PM			   Lunch/ Visit EXPO						          Atlantic Hall A-F		
				    Sponsored by: Coca-Cola, Breaux & Associates

1:15 PM			   Special Interest Sessions II

2:15 PM		  	 Break - Visit EXPO
		  		  Sponsored by: PAGE

2:45 PM		  	 General Session II					      Atlantic Hall A-F

			 
2:50 PM			   Information Critical to Public Education: Perspectives on Racial Equality in 		
				    America and its Public Schools, An Interview with Georgia School Leaders
				  
				    Introduction of Speakers:  Rodney Green, GACIS Past President

				    Speakers:  Wendy Pooler, Principal of Rutland High School, Bibb County
	   			                      Jim Finch, Principal of Mary Persons High School, Monroe County
					            Demetria “Dee” Thomas, Assistant Principal of Feagin Mill
							        Middle School, Houston County

Monday, July 13
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Monday, July 13
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4:00 PM		  End of General Session

4:00 PM		  GACIS Business Meeting						                              Room 6

5:00 PM	   	 Expo Closes

6:30 PM	   	 Family Fun at the Waterpark                  					        Summer Waves
		    	 Sponsored by: Georgia 4H 
					   
	          
9:00 PM	     	  Fireworks	 		                  				       	    Summer Waves	
	      	      	 Sponsored by: Centegix
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Room Session I - 11:10am - 12:10 pm Session II - 1:15 pm - 2:15 pm

Room 
1-3

We HEAR the bell; Don’t let it ring in 
vain…..ANSWER the call  

We HEAR the bell; Don’t let it ring in vain…..
ANSWER the call  

Room 4 Buff and Becky’s Digital Leading Buffet 
for Admins  

Digital Leadership

Room 5 Opening School After COVID-19  A Reason to Change - Can You Hear Me Now? 

Room 6 Academic Influence:Six Keys to Empow-
er Students to Succeed 	

What’s the 411? Maximizing the Use of Social 
Media & E-learning Platforms in Midst of a 
Pandemic 

Room 7 School Climate: Restoring the Ability 
to Live, Laugh, Love, and Learn in the 
Post-Pandemic Classroom

Crucial Conversations: Key Skills for Clear 
Communication    

Room 8 Leading School Change in a New Era: 
What Will School Leaders Need to 
Redefine Schools and Create Effective 
Learning Environments for Students 
and Teachers?	

SEE-KS, an Innovative Approach to Enhancing 
School Climate through Student Engagement  

Room 9 Preparing Your Schools for the 
Post-Pandemic Recovery*	

Teacher Resilience Circles: Supporting the Emo-
tional Fitness of Teachers 

Room 
10

Leading At-Home Learning in a rural 
Community - Lessons Learned About 
Decisions and Planning for a Pandemic

Q&A with State School Superintendent Richard 
Woods		

Room 
11

Maslow’s Hierarchy & Bloom’s Taxon-
omy

Unleashing the Power of Great Teaching and 
Learning with Archived Video Libraries*

Professional Learning Strands
	 Distance Learning and Achievement: Lessons Learned
	 School Safety and Health in FY2021
	 Remediation, Recovery, and Revision for Public Education in FY2021



Session I - 11:10am - 12:10pm
Academic Influence: Six Keys to Empower Students to Succeed 		                         Location: Room 6
Presenter: Joseph Grenny							          

Faced with competing student needs, a limited budget, and the necessity to keep students safe during a global pan-
demic, do you ever wonder how to influence the right behaviors in the classroom? In this interactive session, par-
ticipants will learn how to influence success by targeting the six sources that influence student behavior. Research 
shows when educators develop a plan combining each of these six influences, they are 10 times more successful in 
influencing high performance.
	

Buff and Becky’s Digital Leading Buffet for Admins   					              Location: Room 4
Presenters: Brian Buffington, Bucky Bush

Brian Buffington and Bucky Bush will be sharing their best digital leading strategies for admins, lessons learned 
during Covid-19, and how they plan to use tech to meet the future needs of schools, leaders, and teachers. Attendees 
will get a healthy dose of video applications w/ EDU examples as well as other innovative uses of media to more 
effectively reach students, parents, and community members. As COVID-19 made its way throughout Georgia, 
Brian created “The Online Teaching Cheatsheet” - A website, one-pager, and catalog of custom tutorials to help 
teachers deliver online instruction, and “Broadcasting School Ceremonies with Facebook and YouTube Premieres”. 
Bucky leveraged his skills to convert face-to-face, pen and paper records systems to digital records using Glide 
mobile app builder and Google Data Studio. He also coordinated efforts with the Georgia Student Technology Com-
petition and built a virtual platform for judges to view projects and submit rubric scores.

Leading At-Home Learning in a Rural Community- Lessons Learned About Decisions and Planning for a 
Pandemic	                                  								              Location: Room 10
Presenters: Beth Herod, Kimberly Fraker

Have you ever said, “If I could write a book....” In Gordon County, the COVID-19 Pandemic was a fast and furious 
challenge that required quick thinking and planning for issues that as a state and nation, we have never faced. As 
leaders of a small rural town, we would like to share what we would do different, celebrations, and book-worthy 
advice on how we handled distance or at-home learning during times of wide-spread quarantine. The teachers and 
leaders used a hybrid approach with paper packets, iPads, our LMS and other digital resources to reach our students 

Leading School Change in a New Era: What Will School Leaders Need to Redefine Schools and Create 
Effective Learning Environments for Students and Teachers?				              Location:Room 8
Presenter: Stacey Lutz

As districts and schools decide how to come back together as an educational community, many changes to the tradi-
tional school structure will be necessary. Change is coming, and successfully managing the change process is more 

Breakout Sessions
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important than it has ever been. As the building leader, principals are charged with the amazing responsibility of 
setting the course for the instructional and organizational success of their schools. But, how does that change hap-
pen well, and how do we build the structures that will sustain the positive changes that we make? How can schools 
and districts create leadership development and support systems that can both envision and bring to reality the 
new schools that our students will need as we move past COVID-19 and into a new way of teaching and learning? 
This session leads participants through a strategy for identifying needs, planning for and implementing change in 
non-threatening, team-centered environment at the school and district level.

Maslow’s Hierarchy & Bloom’s Taxonomy: Finding the balance to support student academic and social/
emotional needs during a pandemic 							             Location: Room 11
Presenters: Martha Kent, Pam Smith, Sydney Sanford

In this session participants will gain an understanding of strategies to address issues related to COVID-19. Ap-
proaches discussed will respond to the impact of a pandemic on student and staff needs as they apply to academic 
and social emotional learning. This session will incorporate principles used in both the online learning platform 
and return to brick and mortar style learning. Topics incorporated in the presentation include safety, promoting 
calmness, sense of self and collective efficacy, connectedness and promoting hope

Opening School After COVID-19  								               Location: Room 5
Presenter: Garry McGiboney, Pat Schofill

Students have been at home away from friends, teachers, and others for months. Teachers have tried to their best 
to utilize distance learning methods in a variety of ways and with varying degrees of success. School buildings, 
gymnasiums, locker rooms, cafeterias, kitchens, restrooms, classrooms, and offices have been sitting vacant for 
months. Students, parents, guardians, and school personnel have lived under stressful conditions and a sense of 
uncertainty for months. Now it is time for school to start back. Opening school after the long-term closure due to 
the COVID-19  crisis is not going to be “business as usual.” This session includes several steps school districts 
can take to make recovery more efficient and effective, including strategies about school and classroom climate, 
school operations, re-engaging students in learning, mental health of students and school personnel, and safety and 
security. All of which are essential in opening schools after COVID-19

Preparing Your Schools for the Post-Pandemic Recovery*				          Location: Room 9 
Presenters: Shanna Downs, Michael Duncan, Mike Johnson, Alysse Daniels

Preparing for this year’s back to school requires a review of all of a district’s operations. While cleaning protocols 
and social distancing are top of mind, district leaders also understand that the instability and lack of structure that 
students experienced during stay-at-home orders will likely lead to an increase in behavioral and medical safety 
situations. In this session, you will hear from superintendents and a national thought leader as to how they are 
updating safety preparedness beyond virus exposure and contagion containment. Featuring Superintendents Dr. 
Shanna Downs, Gilmer County, Michael Duncan, EdD, Pike County, and nationally-recognized safety thought 

Breakout Sessions
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leader Mike Johnson, CEO of Clearpath Alerts and Make Our Schools Safe (Alyssa’sLaw) Board member
* This session is sponsored by a GAEL Partner

School Climate: Restoring the Ability to Live, Laugh, Love, and Learn in the Post-Pandemic Classroom
Presenter: Jason Byers									             Location: Room 7

Schools in America may never operate the same in a post-pandemic society. A new normal will be established but 
the journey to reach that normal will challenge educational leaders. Before schools can return to reading,’riting, 
and ‘rithmetic we must address the new three “R’s” of school climate: restoration, routines, and relationships. 
All eyes are on our leaders to RESTORE the public’s confidence in our ability to provide a safe learning environ-
ment for our students, faculty, and staff. The establishment and communication of new ROUTINES is essential 
in maintaining a school environment that is safe, but also warm and welcoming. Investing in RELATIONSHIPS 
will continue to yield the greatest dividend in schools with a strong climate. Strategies and resources to assist 
educational leaders in addressing these new three “R’s” will be shared

We HEAR the bell; Don’t let it ring in vain…..ANSWER the call  			    Location:Room 1-3
Presenter: Educator panel lead by Marlo Leatherwood 			         This session repeats at 1:15 PM

Georgia schools are increasingly diverse throughout the state. To meet the needs of our students, parents, teach-
ers, and leaders, it is critical that we have discussions about the importance of ensuring that education displays 
equity in all areas whether in the classroom, in athletic arenas, in leadership, and various areas. It is our duty to 
equip and empower our faculty and staff to model and implement equitable standards for all students. With that 
in mind, let’s have a discussion on how we will move forward operating in excellence when it comes to civil 
rights, justice, equity, and racial equality for all. As we share insight in this discussion, we want your input as 
well………leaving this session, we will be better equipped to engage with our students, parents, teachers, and 
leaders as we start the 2020-2021 school year and years to come.

Session II - 1:15 - 2:15 pm

A Reason to Change - Can You Hear Me Now? 						            Location: Room 5
Presenter: Penny Johnson

For years, school systems have spent millions of dollars implementing 1:1 technology initiates only to find that 
teachers and students have not completely embraced these new instructional opportunities. Every leader knows 
that sustained change occurs when followers are convinced of the need for change. This year, that need appeared 
like a mushroom cloud and caught the attention of the entire world. The COVID-19 crisis created unprecedented 
conditions that will allow leaders to create educational experiences that will truly prepare students for a changing 
world. Will your system use this crisis to launch itself into the future, or will it be left behind?

Breakout Sessions



Crucial Conversations: Key Skills for Clear Communication                                                 Location: Room 7
 Presenters: David Moody,  Karla Swafford, Tamara Etterling
                                                                                            
Join us to hear one district’s intentional journey down a road of creating a district culture among its leaders in-
volving a common set of expectations for how to hold each other accountable with Crucial Conversations. As 
educational leaders, we are often faced with Crucial Conversations, human nature is to avoid them. Being able to 
arm your leaders and employees with skills to address issues when they arise and handle these conversations well 
is key. The leaders in this district are about to face the ultimate performance task, as they embark upon a year in 
education where they certainly will encounter high emotions, opposing views and high stakes decisions. Resources 
will be shared and questions will be asked and answered along the way

Digital Leadership       							                    	        Location:  Room 4
Presenter: Robyn Scott

Discussion and examples of digital leadership concerning the following topics: 1)Student Engagement and Learn-
ing: Technology engages students in real-world tools to do real-world work. 2) Innovative Learning Spaces and 
Environments: Research shows the positive impact of innovative spaces on learning. 3) Professional Learning and 
Growth: To move from professional development to learning, digital leaders form Professional Learning Networks. 
4) Communication: Various technology tools allow leaders to provide more relevant and timely information. 5) 
Public Relations: Leaders need to become the storyteller-in-chief or someone else will tell the story of their school. 
6) Branding: Digital leaders maximize the use of social media to create a positive image of their school. 7) Oppor-
tunity: Leaders leverage connections made via technology to bring partnerships and opportunities to their schools

Q&A with State School Superintendent Richard Woods					           Location: Room 10
Presenter: Richard Woods

State School Superintendent Richard Woods knows that you have many questions and perhaps some suggestions 
on the future of Georgia Public Education in a very new and challenging era. Since March, GADOE has partnered 
with local school systems to tackle many challenges, including access to Broadband/Internet, best practices in 
distance learning, waivers for system flexibility, health and safety in schools, and much more. Join Superintendent 
Richard Wood for a Q&A for a successful FY2021!

SEE-KS, an Innovative Approach to Enhancing School Climate through Student Engagement  
Presenters: Debbie Alexander, Emily Rubin						             Location: Room 8

Social Emotional Engagement-Knowledge and Skills (SEE-KS) is a professional learning approach that includes 
freely accessible tools for measuring student engagement, fostering engagement in classroom lessons, and facili-
tating teacher to teacher mentorship. Student engagement is a critical gauge of a student’s well-being and mental 
health. Understanding where each student is with respect to their engagement is essential, not only for well-being, 
but as a tool for measuring the impact of school climate efforts. With the uncertainty of COVID-19, and remote 
learning, securing a students engagement is more important than ever. SEE-KS engagement measurement enables 

Breakout Sessions
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teams to identify students who are struggling to access the curriculum both in an externalized manner, but also as 
silent sufferers. This session provides an overview of how CSRA RESA used the SEE-KS tools to enhance their 
school climate efforts and how they plan to use these skills to empower other schools and RESAs

Teacher Resilience Circles: Supporting the Emotional Fitness of Teachers 		          Location: Room 9
Presenters:  Alissa Sasser

When we think of the qualities of a successful teacher, we often think about their proficiency with classroom 
management, their ability to build relationships with students, and their ability to employ appropriate pedagogy. 
However, one area that is often overlooked, but among the many reasons people leave the profession, is a teach-
er’s ability to employ effective self-care practices to combat elements such as compassion fatigue and burnout. 
The teacher resilience circles, first employed by the Bulloch Co. school district during the COVID-19 pandemic 
crisis, were created to provide teachers with a safe place to collaborate and share preventative self care practices 
that could be employed during and outside of the school day. 

Unleashing the Power of Great Teaching and Learning with Archived Video Libraries*    Location: Room 11
Presenters: Kellie Zeigler, Julie McCarty

The Coronavirus outbreak and resulting school closure opened our eyes to how important it is to have great in-
struction readily available even when teachers and students aren’t face to face. We’d like to share a lesson learned 
as we prepare to use our classroom video solution paired with forward thinking instructional preparedness. Join 
us for an interactive, discussion-oriented session as we share our plans to use a system initially put in place to 
have safer spaces that we now plan to use to create a content library of easy to access and share, genuine, power-
ful teaching to students when they are out of the building! Building the shared video library enables us to quickly 
scale the power of our great teachers across buildings! Students reap the benefit of high quality content lessons via 
on-demand video for best learning and teachers aren’t further burdened with creating an extended amount of new 
content
* This session is sponsored by a GAEL partner

What’s the 411? Maximizing the Use of Social Media & E-learning Platforms in Midst of a Pandemic 
Presenters: Suzan Watkins									              Location:  Room 6

SEL, PBIS, and Climate/Culture Innovation/Challenges in the age of a pandemic.Sometimes we take for grant-
ed the power of the morning and afternoon announcements. We might even take for granted the parents who 
walk through our doors daily or those quick walkthroughs during which we check on teachers and students. The 
COVID-19 pandemic ripped us away from those things that keep us connected to our school community on a 
daily basis. So how do we ensure that our teachers, parents, and students still feel connected in the midst of the 
COVID-19 storm? The answer to that question is to maximize the virtual reach that we have. During this session, 
you will learn how the principal used social media and the e-learning platforms to communicate with the school 
community to help decrease anxiety among parents, keep a sense of belonging among students, and create a 
shared vision for teaching and learning among teachers.

Breakout Sessions



 7:15 AM		  Conference Registration				     	                     Marshside Lobby
	 			   Breakfast							               Atlantic Hall G-H   	
			 
			   Sponsored by:  Ecovasive, GET

8:15 AM 		  General Session  III	             		      		    Atlantic Hall A-F
			   Presiding: Jesse Davis, GAEL President

8:30 AM		  Keynote Address

			   Introduction of Speaker:  Bronwyn Ragan-Martin, GSSA President

			   Speaker:  Weston Kieschnick
	 Breaking Bold: Dare to Defy the Tyranny of Trends and Live the 
                    Relationship Habits of a Master Educator

Weston Kieschnick is an award winning educator, best-selling author, and highly sought 
after speaker. He is the author of the best selling book, Bold School: Old School Wisdom 
+ New School Innovation = Blended Learning that Works, co-author of The Learning 
Transformation: A Guide to Blended Learning for Administrators and the creator and host 
of Teaching Keating; one of the most downloaded edu-centric podcasts on Google Play, 
iTunes, and Stitcher.  For the last 15 years Weston has worked in collaboration with in-
novative tech and publishing companies (Google, Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, Apple) to 
redefine teaching and learning in the digital age. As such, he’s advised educators from 

every state in the US and more than 30 countries around the world. Districts where Mr. Kieschnick has designed 
content, implemented initiatives, and trained educational leaders have been recognized by the Learning Counsel as 
being among the top ten in the nation for their work in blended learning. You can find Weston’s work published in 
EdWeek, EdTech Magazine, The Spark, and featured on the 10-Minute Teacher, Teaching Tales, Kids Deserve It, 
and LeadUp Teach.

9:45 AM		  Break/Visit Expo 	                            				               Atlantic Hall G-H
			   Sponsored by: College Army ROTC, Coca-Cola

10:15 AM		  Full Update from the Department of Education
			   Introduction of Speaker: Donna McClain, SSTAGE President	 		

			   Speakers: State Superintendent Richard Woods and Matt Jones, Chief of Staff

Tuesday, July 14
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Tuesday, July 14
11:00 AM 		  Affiliate Business Meetings
				    GAESP				           Room 1-3
				    GAMSP 			                      Room 7			       
		     		  GSSA					            Room 10			 
				    G-CASE			                      Room 8
				    GELFA				           Room 11
				    GASSP				           Room 4-5
		
12:00 PM		  Lunch 		                             			                  Atlantic Hall  A-F
			   Sponsored by:  UGA College of Education

1:00 PM 		  General Session IV

			   Installation of GAEL Officers	                 			                        
			   Cindy Flesher,  GAEL Past President

1:15 PM		  Keynote Address	
			   Introduction of Speaker:  Shawn Williams, GAESP President
			 

	 Speaker: Sherry St. Clair
Strengthening Instructional Leadership through SEL

Sherry St. Clair is a highly regarded instructional leadership consultant, author, and speaker 
with more than 20 years of experience in education. She has worked with schools around 
the world, creating specialized training and instructional coaching support for administra-
tors and educators. Sherry serves as a Senior Consultant for the International Center for 
Leadership in Education and Houghton Mifflin Harcourt. She holds a master’s degree in 
Instructional Leadership as well as a Rank I in Instructional Supervision.  
 As an international consultant, Sherry draws from her rich experience at various levels 

of public education—teaching elementary school, serving as an administrator in a high school of 1,300 students, 
working as a state consultant, and creating and facilitating virtual courses. Sherry provides educational agencies 
with expertise in the areas of instructional leadership, effective classroom practices, classroom walkthroughs, 
project-based learning, effective use of data, and guidance on how to create structures for successful instructional 
coaching. Coaching schools to best meet the needs of all students is Sherry’s passion.

2:30 PM	 	 EXPO Closes

2:30 PM		  Issues Critical to Public Education: GAPSC, GATRS, GSHA
		  	 Introduction of Speakers: Ben Wiggins, GAEL Past President

			   Speakers: Matt Arthur, Buster Evans, Robin Hines
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2:45 PM 		  Break

3:00 PM		  Introduction of Speaker: Zabrina Cannady, G-CASE President 

			   Speaker: Phil Hartley,  Harben, Hartley, & Hawkins, LLP
		
			 
Back to School 
Checklist

Phillip L. Hartley 
graduated with honors 
from the University of 
Georgia in 1976 and 
then obtained his J.D. 
degree from the Uni-
versity of Georgia Law 
School in 1979.  He 
was a member of the 
Georgia Law Review, 
Order of the Coif and 

Phi Beta Kappa.  After law school, he immediately began to practice law, including representing school districts, 
and in 1980, he became a founding partner in the law firm of Harben & Hartley. He has served as lead counsel in 
numerous cases involving Georgia’s school districts in the federal and state courts.  He serves as Chair of the 
National Council of School Attorneys. In the firm’s capacity as general counsel to the Georgia School Boards 
Association, he works closely with GSBA, the Georgia School Superintendents Association and the Georgia Asso-
ciation of Educational Leaders to respond to and shape legislative and policy issues that affect public education in 
the state.  Known for presentations on school law to a wide variety of audiences, he has also written extensively on 
school law topics.  

3:50  PM   		  Announcements and Door Prizes

Tuesday, July 14
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Wednesday, July 15

PROFESSIONAL LEARNING DAY 

Workshops - All workshops begin at 8:30 am

Hearing Officer Training with Dr. Jimmy Stokes						      Room 1-3

	
Aspiring Principals Program Meeting							        Room 4-5
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Exhibitors

AAA Specialty Wholesale (56)
Dianne Ray 
P. O. Box 207, Murrayville, GA 30564     
770-534-8114
wabercro@bellsouth.net   

AAA is a Promotional Products & Branded Apparel Compa-
ny located in Gainesville, GA.  AAA’s mission is to provide 
the best promotional products possible and excellent custom-
er service. Working with premier suppliers, AAA is dedicated 
to providing top quality products to help ensure the success 
of any organization. An experienced and highly trained staff 
is ready to take on any marketing needs.
 

AIG (L12-L13)
Diamond Sponsor
Allen Thomas
2300 Windy Ridge Parkway SE, Ste 1150, Atlanta, GA 
30339    
770-395-4705
allen.thomas@valic.com

Working with you to achieve your long-term goals is what 
AIG Retirement Services is all about. AIG calls it being 
FutureFIT® — Freedom. Individually Tailored®. It’s about 
owning your future and enjoying life the way you want. 
They’ve helped millions of individuals plan and save for the 
future they envision. And they can help you. Their goal is to 
build your confidence about your future.

Alexander & Company (5)
Dale Alexander
291 Heritage Walk, Woodstock, GA  30188  
404-202-5428
dalexander@cafe125.com  

Alexander & Company is a full-service, independent em-
ployee benefits advisory firm located in the outskirts of 
Atlanta. For 23 years our primary focus has been on public 
school systems, ranging from 30 to over 14,000 employees. 
Their approach to benefits is unique, as their main focus is 

challenging themselves and the insurance industry by looking 
at everything they do through Seven Outcomes they believe 
every school system in America deserves.

American Book Company (L7-L8, 39)
Diamond Sponsor
Devin Pintozz
103 Executive Dr, Woodstock, Ga 30188 
888-264-5877
dpintozzi@abck12.com

American Book Company is a small, family-owned business 
located in North Georgia. ABC has been writing and printing 
workbooks for students based on individual state standards 
for over 20 years. 100% GSE Coverage - stop by our booth 
and receive your complimentary workbook!

American Fidelity Assurance  (58)
James Jackson 
900 Circle 75 Parkway, Suite 1340, Atlanta, GA 30339 
800-639-0850
james.jackson@americanfidelity.com	
	                     
American Fidelity has more than 50 years of experience sup-
porting school employers, and they understand that maintain-
ing a competitive program within the ever-changing benefits 
landscape can be overwhelming. This is why American 
Fidelity believes employee benefit design and delivery should 
be simple. Their goal is to provide employers and employees 
with benefits and services that add value, while also helping 
employers control costs.

Audio Enhancement  (L5)
Bronze Sponsor
Kevin Mitchell
14241 S. Redwood Rd, Bluffdale, UT 84065 
561-306-3327
Kevin.Mitchell@AudioEnhancement.com

Educators across America are discussing the “next normal” 

Exhibit Layout:  All Booths with an “L” in front of the number are in the front Lobby
		     Booths with just a number are in the Main Exhibit Hall
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Sponsors
GAEL Partners

Diamond Sponsors
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Sponsors

Gold Sponsor

Carroll Daniel
Construction

Mayfield Dairy

Bronze Sponsors

Audio Enhancement       

Curriculum Associates      Education Galaxy

Mark III      Renaissance Learning

VitalSmarts       Voyager/Sopris

 

GAEL Partners

Silver Sponsor
Corwin
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that energy efficiency is considered in every aspect of your 
design. 

Campus Benefitsn (8)
Carra Johnson 
2 Ravinia Drive, Suite 1500, Atlanta, GA 30346
770-262-0604
cjohnson@campusbenefits.com

Campus benefits is a full service employee benefits broker-
age/compliance and consulting firm serving public school 
entities throughout the southeast. Please stop by our exhibit to 
say “hello” and hear the many ways our team serves Georgia 
public schools. Enjoy this year’s conference.

Carnegie Learning (23-24)
Amanda Creswell
727 Clay Street, Griffin, GA, 30224
770-468-6995
acreswell@carnegielearning.com

The mission of Carnegie Learning is to create the next gener-
ation of great thinkers!

Carroll Daniel Construction
Gold Sponsor
Chris Erwin
PO Box 1438, Gainesville GA 30503
678-858-3865
cerwin@carrolldaniel.com

As the state’s oldest K-12 construction manager, Carroll 
Daniel Construction has a strong foundation in edu-
cation. Carroll Daniel is trusted by school systems to 
manage projects economically and efficiently, ensuring 
quality every step of the way.  Wtih hundreds of edu-
cational faacility projects completed, they have never 
missed a deadline before the first school bell rings.

Centegix (L22-L23)
Diamond Sponsor
Jeff Downs
2000 RiverEdge Pkwy, Ste. 100, Atlanta, GA 30328
405-209-3075
Jdowns@centegix.com

CENTEGIX™ innovates technology to save and enrich lives. 

for education. Audio Enhancement is preparing for the pos-
sibility of teachers returning wearing masks, schools return-
ing to a blended learning model, and staggered start times.  
Please join us to discuss how our solutions are helping to 
solve these obstacles to learning.

BPI Photography
Diamond Sponsor
Chip Bowen
40 East 3rd Street, Tifton  GA 31794
229-48-4855

Your one-stop shop for senior portraits, school pictures and 
special events photography throughout the South East.

Bright White Paper Company (33)
Kevin Hoffman
4322 SW Port Way, Palm City, FL 34990
800-321-5716
rick@brightwhitepaper.com

The Education Pro Color Poster Maker by Epson, indoor 
& outdoor use, print on canvas, vinyl, polypropylene and 
poster board.  Also offering discounted poster paper for 
Variquest & Fujifilm printers -  new colors.  Cold Lamina-
tors & laminate refills, Easyboard reusable display boards, 
Easyboard A-Frames and EasyFrames, adhesive back dis-
play frames.

Breaux and Associates 
Diamond Sponsor
Douglas Breaux  
5955 Shiloh Rd E,  Ste 200, Alpharetta, GA 30005	
678-585-4508
info@BXArch.com		    			             

Breaux & Associates Architects (BXA) is a Georgia-based 
full-service Architectural Firm specializing in Educational 
Facility Planning and Design. BXA’s Principal, Douglas 
Breaux, has had over 30 years of experience in architectural 
design and project management. In addition to Architecture, 
services include Civil Engineering, Structural Engineering, 
Mechanical and Plumbing Engineering, Electrical Engi-
neering, Interior Design and Landscape Architecture. Our 
Professionals have had decades of experience, offering 
Facilities Analysis, Master Planning, Low Voltage and Tech-
nology Infra-structure planning and Food Service Design. 
BXA staff includes Accredited Professionals for Leadership 
in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED AP) to ensure 
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JGarrison@getcleartouch.com

Clear Touch® is committed to our customers, the reliabil-
ity of our products, and our industry-leading innovation 
have paved the way for our growth. Clear Touch® develops 
products for education, business, and government including 
multi-touch interactive panels, software suites, and accesso-
ries. Clear Touch is also an exclusive reseller of Clear Digital 
products.

Concise Curriculum (20)
Jane Waters
112 Kenton Place Peachtree City, Ga. 30269 
678-371-9361
concisecurriculum@numail.org  

Why Concise Curriculum works: Research shows that chil-
dren retain more information when taught with an integrated 
approach. Children are more engaged in the lesson when 
skills are integrated and not isolated.  Students are given 
instruction in three content areas at one time when using 
Concise Curriculum.  Skills are no longer taught in isolation.  
ELA/reading skills are constantly reinforced during Social 

Our CrisisAlert™ solution utilizes mobile and desktop 
applications along with a network of Alert elements to 
provide campus and district-wide protection.  Instant 
communications through visual cues and audio integration 
assist in a rapid and proportional reaction to any incident or 
crisis.  CrisisAlert allows staff and security professionals to 
request assistance from anywhere.  Centegix goes beyond 
the limitations of single-dimensional apps, because in a 
crisis: Every. Second. Matters.

Cherrydale Fundraising (16)
Melissa Douthit
740 East Shore Drive, Canton, GA 30114
404-384-3480  
melissadouthit@gmail.com

Peach State & Cherrydale Fundraising is the nations most 
trusted provider of school fundraising programs.  We offer 
branded products with over 60 years of fundraising experi-
ence.  Our goal is to be your provider for all your school’s 
fundraising needs...Otis Spunkmeyer Cookies, Spirit Wear, 
Holiday Shops, Gift and Holiday Catalogs plus much more!

Classworks (51)
Chris Thomas
5185 Peachtree Parkway, Ste 285 Peachtree Corners, GA 
30092
404-632-4799
cthomas@classworks.com

Classworks is an online tiered intervention program that 
includes an NCII-validated assessment, K-8 math, read-
ing and language arts instruction, progress monitoring, 
and real-time data and reporting. Classworks simplifies 
the Response to Intervention process with an academic 
screener and rigorous instruction for tier one and individu-
alized instruction and easy-to-use progress monitoring for 
tiers two and three. Each student’s assessment data drives 
their learning, to close gaps and set students on the path to 
grade-level proficiency. This high-quality, versatile inter-
vention program is available on any device and follows 
students wherever they are learning.

Clear Touch (59)
Jake Garrison
1100 Thousand Oaks Blvd
Greenville, SC 29607
864-973-7973
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From college student to Army officer, high school students 
can start preparing now to be competitive to WIN a scholar-
ship for college Army ROTC. Army ROTC is one of teh best 
leadership courses in the country and is part of the college 
curriculum at over 1,000 universities across the nation. 
Military science classes and field training exercises provide 
stduents with the tools to become an Army Officer upon 
graduation. ROTC offers money for tuition, books, and a 
monthly stipend while in college.

Corwin (41)
Silver Sponsor
Bill Maurer
2455 Teller Road, Thousand Oaks, CA 91320
805-358-8630
bill.maurer@corwin.com

Corwin is the premier publisher and provider of professional 
resources and services that equip PreK–12 educators with 
innovative tools to improve teaching and learning so all 
children can succeed. All books, digital products, institutes, 
and on-site consulting services offer practical, research-based 
strategies created by experts. Visit www.corwin.com for 
resources on language development, literacy, equity, leader-
ship, and more.

Studies and Science instructional time.  Students who have 
difficulty with ELA/reading skills get an extra “boost” 
during Social Studies/Science class time.

Coca_Cola Bottling Company (L11)
Diamond Sponsor
Don Osborne 
8302 Dunwoody Place, Ste 305, Sandy Springs, GA 30350        
470-539-6436 
doosborne@ccbcu.com

Coca-Cola Bottling Company United is the second largest 
bottler of Coca_cola products in the U.S. The Coca-Cola 
Company is the world’s largest beverage company, re-
freshing consumers with more than 750 beverages,The 
Coca-Cola system’s commitment to schools and education 
goes beyond the cafeteria, The company and its bottlers 
share a legacy of supporting education through a  multitude  
of programs, including active lifestyle programs in schools.

College Army ROTC (L26-27)
Diamond Sponsor
Abby Walker
4526 Old Register Road, Statesboro, GA  30332 
912-478-0040
arwalker@georgiasouthern.edu
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Edgenuity (55)
Michael Kirksey
8860 E. Chaparral Rd, Scottsdale, AZ 85250
770-342-9114
michael.kirksey@edgenuity.com 7

Edgenuity provides online and blended learning solutions 
for students in grades K-12 including core and credit re-
covery courses, intervention and test readiness programs, 
virtual instruction, and professional development. Edgenui-
ty’s  solutions propel student success, empower teachers to 
deliver effective instruction, and enable schools to meet their 
academic goals. Learn more at Edgenuity.com.

Education Galaxy (45)
Bronze Sponsor
Sara Jones
2201 N Central Expy #121, Richardson, TX 75080
469-878-4616
sara@educationgalaxy.com

Education Galaxy helps students take ownership of learning 
while mastering the Georgia Standards of Excellence and 
accelerating student outcomes. Unique question-specific 

Curriculum Assciates (25)
Bronze Sponsor
Patrick McGuire
153 Rangeway Rd., North Billerica, MA 01862
404-358-0455
PMcGuire@cainc.com

Founded in 1969, Curriculum Associates, LLC designs 
research-based print and online instructional materials, 
screens and assessments, and data management tools. The 
company’s products and outstanding customer service pro-
vide teachers and administrators with the resources neces-
sary for teaching diverse student populations and fostering 
learning for all students. 

Daktronics (2)
George Spencer
201 Daktronics Dr. Brookings, SD 57006
605-692-0200
George.Spencer@daktronics.com

Worldwide leader in designing and manufacturing LED 
scoring systems for every level of play, from schools and 
city organizations to the Major Leagues. Daktronics local 
service and professional services ensure you create an at-
mosphere people want to be a part of including optimal fan 
entertainment, additional student engagement and maxi-
mum revenue generation thanks to your equipment. 

Ecovasive (L20)
Diamond Sponsor
Ed Mashburn
243 Mossland Dr., Perry, GA 31069
478-244-1390
ed.ecovasive@gmail.com

Ecovasive puts the power of total disinfection to work for 
your home, school, or business. Ecovasive’s Infection and 
Pathogen control program combines cutting-edge electro-
static spray technology with our BOTANICAL, EPA ap-
proved, non toxic, bleach, chlorine and phosphate free dis-
infectants. The Ecovasive solution allows you to eliminate 
harmful pathogens and germs while creating a healthy en-
vironment. Our program is completely safe and is the most 
effective and efficient antimicrobial protocol on the market 
today.Ecovasive improves the overall health of homes and 
facilities by controlling and killing pathogens such as FLU, 
Norovirus, Strep, Staph, MRSA, Corona Virus, E Coli, and 
even TB. We also have an Allergen indication that will kill 
99.9% of bacteria upon contact.  Contact us today!
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904-233-8865
david.debs@franklincovey.com

FranklinCovey Education - Achieving Results in Unpredict-
able Times.  Nurturing high trust relationships and meeting 
the social emotional needs of your staff, students, and their 
families has never been more important. FranklinCovey 
Education achieves results. Teacher wellness and student re-
integration must be a part of any plan to start the new school 
year. Begin ready to emerge stronger and equipped to support 
your community by investing in resilience and empowering 
greatness in your organization. Stop by our booth to learn 
more about our in person, live online, and on-demand train-
ings and resources including The 7 Habits of Highly Effec-
tive People and Leader in Me. 

Georgia Troops for Teachers (28)
Bradley Golub
200 Piedmont Avenue, Suite 1702, Atlanta, GA, 30334
bradley.golub@gapsc.com
404-232-2591

The Georgia Troops to Teachers team is dedicated to as-
sisting transitioning service members with meeting the 
requirements necessary to become a teacher and to assist 
with finding employment as a teacher.  We would love the 
opportunity to help fill your vacant positions with an eligible 
service member!

Georgia Youth ChalleNGe Program (32)
David Bill 
451 Baland Circle, Milledgeville, GA 31061      
404-274-4079
david.bill@gaycp.org

The Georgia Youth ChalleNGe Program is a voluntary al-
ternative education program open to 16 to 18-year-olds who 
are behind academically or have already left school and are 
looking for a way to change their lives through education, 
service to community, physical fitness and life skills training.  
This 22-week residential military-style, tuition-free program 
helps young people earn their GED, or High School diploma 
and offers pathways to enroll in college, enter the workforce 
or join the military.  
 

GET (L21)
Diamond Sponsor
Brent Coleman
6175 Hickory Flat Highway Suite 110-406, Canton, Georgia 

video tutorials provide guidance without revealing answers 
for reading, language arts, math, social studies & science. 
Discover why Education Galaxy has become a trusted tool 
with research illustrating positive impacts on Milestone 
scores.

eLuma Online Therapy (52)
John Higbee
2801 N Thanksgiving Way Ste 170, Lehi UT 84043
801-599-3708
 jhigbee@elumatherapy.com 

eLuma is a leading provider of teletherapy in Georgia.  
Services include speech, OT, PT, mental health and school 
psychology.  We are also providing Special Education 
Teacher services via teletherapy.  

FEV Tutor (6)
Jerold M. Bryant
500 W Cummings Park, Ste 2700, Woburn, MA 01801
678-462-1585
jerold.b@fevtutor.com

FEV Tutor is a vision-driven education technology orga-
nization working to effect change in K-12 education. Our 
partnerships with public schools, districts, charter schools, 
and other organizations allow us to leverage technology and 
create equitable learning pathways for students powered by 
live 1:1 online instruction.  Our research & evidence-based 
programs are developed to accelerate learning outcomes 
for any student, with a focus on at-risk and special student 
populations, while catalyzing overall school and district 
improvement.

Foothills Charter School (34)
Mark Channell
PO Box 420, 800-B Madison St., Danielsville, GA 30633
706-340-4258
mark.channell@foothillscharter.org

Foothills is a non-traditional public high school serving 
students across the state of Georgia. Foothills currently has 
16 sites which include 3 Correctional Sites and 3 National 
Guard Youth ChalleNGe sites.

FranklinCovey Education (50)
David Debs
4010 Morgan Place Ct NE, Atlanta, GA 30324
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ccole@gsba.com

For over 25 years, Georgia School Boards Association Risk 
Management Services (GSBA-RMS) has offered both Work-
ers’ Compensation and Property and Casualty coverage 
through a risk-sharing insurance pool, specifically for Georgia 
Public Schools.  They offer much more than insurance cover-
age:  GSBA-RMS offers services that most other commercial 
carriers cannot match, including a full package of SafeSchools 
online training courses for your employees, along with facility 
and property assessment services, monthly webinars, safety 
scenarios, and system grants for safety and risk control proj-
ects.  This allows for a focus on the more critical, longer-view 
priority of safety and risk management for your school district.

Herff Jones/ Spud Bowen & Associates	
Diamond Sponsor
Spud Bowen 
229-382-6837
spudbowen@friendlycity.net	

From kindergarten to college, Herff Jones will help you 
remember your most important milestones with graduation 
announcements, caps and gowns, diploma frames, photo al-
bums and more. From the learning tools for your classroom to 
the professional installation to get things running, we are your 
total solutions provider. 

Horace Mann (35)
Bubba Southall
1 Horace Mann Plz
Springfield, IL 62715
217-788-5341
bubba.southall@horacemann.com

Horace Mann wants  to help educators and all school em-
ployees achieve financial success at every stage of their lives.  
They also understand the importance of staying within a 
budget.  With strategies to reduce student loan debt, ways to 
secure classroom funding without using their own money and 
insurance program reviews to find savings, they work with 
educators to maximize hard-earned dollars and help develop a 
path to a successful financial future.

Imagine Learning (7)
Rodney Hall
382 W. Park Circle Ste 100 Provo, UT 84604 
404-863-6953
rodney.hall@imaginelearning.com

30114
678-333-4183
bcoleman@graceedtech.com  

While giving back to teachers in the partner districts served, 
the primary mission of Grace Ed Technologies (get) is to 
provide schools with technology solutions that simultane-
ously have a significant instructional and safety benefit.  In 
Georgia, get is proud to be the K-12 resource for CENT-
EGIX, Kloud-12, Ecovasive and Audio Enhancement.

Get More Math (53)
Jerry Whitehead III 
905 Mono Way, Sonora, CA 95370 
(209) 770-4867
jwhitehead@getmoremath.com 

Get More Math is math practice software that provides 
cumulative practice sessions uniquely tailored to each 
student’s needs, supporting mastery of new skills and long-
term retention. GMM is a hyper-intelligent teacher’s aid 
that creates daily personalized assignments as an individ-
ual retention path. The program was designed by a math 
teacher and dynamically builds math practice sessions for 
each student that include both new material and a thorough 
review of old concepts and skills.

GSBA Risk Management 
Diamond Sponsor
Cliff Cole
5120 Sugarloaf Parkway, Lawrenceville, GA 30043  
770-855-0616
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be installed between 34 and 48 inches above the floor. Can 
withstand attacks from blunt force or prying tools. Lock van 
be removed from exterior of door with controlled access key 
only.

Kloud-12 
Diamond Sponsor
Julie McCarty
2000 Riveredge Parkway, Suite 100 Atlanta, GA 30328
888-498-8416
jmccarty@kloud-12.com

Kloud-12 is a secure, easy to use classroom video platform.  
This best in class solution protects students and teachers. It’s 
proven to reduce classroom disruptions and administrative 
referrals. Kloud-12’s approach makes recording painless for 
teachers and the software makes managing and sharing re-
corded content easy through G-Suite or OneDrive. Archived 
video libraries of stellar lessons enable the district, school, 
and teacher to provide exceptional content to students during 
distance learning cases! 

Imagine Learning partners with educators, providing sup-
plemental digital literacy, math, and assessment programs 
for students in PreK to grade 8. Educators love Imagine 
Learning’s digital education programs because they are 
research- and evidence-based, data driven, instructionally 
differentiated, and help students become stronger, more 
confident learners. The Imagine Learning family is dedicated 
to working with teachers to change lives and open doors of 
opportunity for students. To learn more about Imagine Learn-
ing, visit www.imaginelearning.com.

Istation (22)
Josh Hill
8150 North Central Expway, Ste 2000, Dallas, TX 75206
478-733-6397
jhill@istation.com

Istation has become one of the nation’s leading providers of 
richly animated, game-like educational technology. The Ista-
tion program puts more instructional time in the classroom 
through small-group and collaborative instruction. Istation’s 
innovative reading, math and Spanish programs immerse stu-
dents in an engaging and interactive environment and inspire 
them to learn. 

JCI Contractors (260
Jack Loyd 
2535 GA Hwy 37 W, Moultrie, GA 31768
229-985-4444
jloyd@jcicontractors.com

JCI Contractors provides comprehensive Construction Man-
agement, Design-Build and General Contracting services 
specializing in new construction, renovation and expansion 
of educational facilities.

JENDYK (54)
Adam Rogers 
16556 Cowart Pond Rd,  Metter GA 30439  
478-299-6461
adamrogers@jendyk.com

Individual classroom lock system for active shooter situa-
tions. Why use the JENDYK Active threat classroom lock? 
Installs in seconds. Door is locked from inside the room 
without opening or checking the door handle. Teachers have 
firm visual confirmation that the classroom door is locked. 
No springs or internal mechanisms that can malfunction. Can 

A TRUSTED

PARTNER
BENEFITS

Public Sector Focused
Section 125 Plans

Medical Consulting
Wellness Programs

Flexible Enrollment Options
K12 Sponsorships

Learn more at markiiieb.com
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Mayfield Dairy Farms, Inc.   (9)
Gold Sponsor
Debbie Frazier
806 E Madison Ave, Athens  TN 37303
423-333-5078                  
debbie_frazier@deanfoods.com

Mayfield Dairy Farms has been proud to supply quality dairy 
and ice cream products to Georgia school children over the 
last decade. They look forward to continuing these services 
in the future.

Mentoring Minds (27)
Connie Brown 
1075 Peachtree St NE Ste 3650, Atlanta, GA 30309
855-257-0347
connieb@mentoringminds.com 

Mentoring Minds is on a mission to put critical thinking at 
the center of K-12 education. Founded by teachers, Men-
toring Minds provides print resources and an instructional 
management platform that empower educators to infuse crit-
ical thinking skills into standards-based instruction. Students 
learn the 9 Traits of Critical Thinking through the ThinkUp! 
Standards Mastery System, which provides rigorous materi-
als that elevate achievement among all students.

NWEA  (37)
Jim Tilghman
8519 Peachtree Lane, Fort Wayne, IN  46804 
317-432-0497
jim.tilghman@nwea.org

NWEA, a non-profit organization, offers a suite of products 
providing accurate and timely data to schools worldwide.  
Their flagship product, MAP Growth, provides information 
to drive instruction, measure growth, inform placement 
decisions, and project proficiency on Milestones, ACT, and 
SAT. They also provide MAP Skills (monitoring progress), 
MAP Reading Fluency (PK-5 assessment of oral reading and 
comprehension...for a whole class in 20 minutes!), and MAP 
Accelerator (automatic link to Khan Academy math lessons).

OverDrive Education (4)
Jody Brookshire
One OverDrive Way, Cleveland, OH 44125
216-573-6886 
jbrookshire@overdrive.com

Learning Without Tears (36)
Greg Norman
806 W Diamond Ave., Suite 230 Gaithersburg, MD 20878 
301-263-2700
greg.norman@lwtears.com

Learning Without Tears is an education company that offers a 
unique approach to teaching and learning, from crucial read-
iness skills in Pre-K to foundational writing skills in elemen-
tary school. Our programs support learners and teachers with 
engaging, effective products and instruction.

Lifetouch (30)
Brad Taylor
3620 Hewatt Court, Snellville GA 30039
770-355-1421
brad@lifetouch.com

Lifetouch/Shutterfly is the most trusted name in capturing 
memories of children during their school years. We chroni-
cle the changes in each of our children’s lives as they grow, 
mature, and live at their Kindergarten through Senior expe-
rience. We thank you for entrusting us with be involved in 
these important moments of childhood for our children here 
in Georgia.

Lightspeed Technologies (49)
Steve Bishop
11509 SW Herman Rd., Tualatin, OR 97062 
865-410-9517
steve.bishop@lightspeed-tek.com

Classroom communication is at the heart of our mission at 
Lightspeed Technologies. Since hearing is the primary chan-
nel for learning, we provide instructional tools that support 
the student’s ability to hear the teacher for full classroom 
instruction and support the teacher’s ability to hear the au-
thentic interaction of students for small group instruction. As 
we support the effectiveness of teachers, we will impact the 
success of students.

Mark III Employee Benefits (42)
Bronze Sponsor
Gloria Camp
211 Greenwich Rd., Charlotte, NC 28211
706-491-0993
gloria@markiiieb.com

Insurance Brokerage and consulting services servicing the 
government and school system sector.
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Parrish Construction Group (L24-L25)
Diamond Sponsor
Dave Yuhas  
221 Industrial Park Drive Perry, GA 31069 
404-548-0910
dyuhas@parrishconstruction.com

Parrish Construction Group is comprised of talented, 
hard-working construction professionals, who together have 
built a solid reputation for providing high-performance con-
struction services throughout our Georgia community.

Play South Playground Creators (18)
Andy Bryant
PO Box 492467, Atlanta GA, 30349
678-488-6572
andy@playsouth.net

Play South provides and installs the highest quality com-
mercial playgrounds, safety surfacing, shades, site furnish-
ings and field & court products for your school! Play is an 
important part of childhood and crucial to the development 
of all children. From climbing to sliding to spinning, games 
and more, children learn important skills through play that 
transcend into the rest of their lives and give them a basis for 
growth.

Piedmont College (1)
Stephanie Austin-Campbell
595  Prince Avenue, Athens, GA 30601
706-714-2713
saustincampbell@piedmont.edu

Founded in 1897, Piedmont is a comprehensive liberal arts 
institution and also offers a variety of career-oriented majors 
in the arts and sciences, business, education, and nursing. 
Total enrollment (2019-20) is approximately 2,571 students.

PresenceLearning (12)
Lauren Easley
530 7th Avenue, Ste 407, New York City, NY 10018
205-269-9000
lauren@presencelearning.com

With 10 years of experience, PresenceLearning is the leading 
telehealth network of providers of clinical services and as-
sessments to educational organizations. The PresenceLearn-
ing care network, of thousands of clinicians, has provided 
over two million sessions of live, online speech-language 

OverDrive Education is the leading global digital reading 
platform for K-12, offering the industry’s largest catalog of 
ebooks, audiobooks and streaming video. As a 100% digital 
company serving 23,000+ schools worldwide, OverDrive 
combines the technology you need with the content you 
want to support reading and learning in the classroom, 
library and home.

PAGE (L9-L10)
Diamond Sponsor
Steve Lusk
P.O. Box 942270, Atlanta, GA 31141
770-216-8555
slusk@pageinc.org   

The Professional Association of Georgia Educators pro-
vides educators with professional learning that enhances 
competence, confidence and leadership skills, leading to 
higher achievement for students, while providing the best in 
membership, legislative and legal support.  With more than 
95,000 educators, administrators and school support person-
nel, PAGE is Georgia’s largest association for educators.
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PowerSchool believes in the simple truth that every student de-
serves the best opportunities in life. That’s why their mission 
is to power the education ecosystem with unified technology 
that helps educators and students realize their potential, in 
their way. From the front office to the classroom to the home, 
PowerSchool helps schools and districts efficiently manage in-
struction, learning, grading, attendance, assessment, analytics, 
state reporting, special education, student registration, talent, 
finance, and HR.

Raymond James Public Finance 
Allen McCannon 
PO Box 950, Danielsville, GA 30633
706-614-8375 
allenmccannon@gmail.com

Providing financial services including ESPLOST aand general 
obligation bonds for Georgia Schools. 

Renaissance® Learning  (46)
Bronze Sponsor
Saralee Parker
911 Peach Street, Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54494
678-910-6661	
saralee.parker@renassiance.com	       

As a leader in assessment, reading, and math solutions for 
pre-K–12, Renaissance is committed to providing educators 
with insights and resources to accelerate growth. The Re-
naissance portfolio includes Star Assessments, for reliable, 
accurate insights into K–12 student learning; myIGDIs, for 
accurate assessment of early learning; myON, to increase 
students’ access to high-quality reading materials; Accelerated 
Reader, to support independent reading practice; and Freckle, 
for teacher-led differentiated instruction.

Rhodes Academic Solutions (L18-L19)
Diamond Sponsor
Brent Rhodes
335 Hillside Dr, NW Atlanta, GA 30342      
770-315-4489 
brent@rhodesedu.com			                                       

Rhodes Academic Solutions works with school districts across 
the state of Georgia and Southeast on their short and long term 
curriculum, instruction and technology goals. Leveraging their 
years of experience to develop a planned roll out of resources, 
professional development and technology to address the needs 
of all stakeholders involved. The key differentiator is their 
ability to truly listen and understand the current successes and 

therapy, occupational therapy, behavioral interventions and 
mental health services, diagnostic services and assessments, 
and early childhood services for K-12 students.

PS Safety Connection (19)
PS Safety Connection LLC
Donna Jemmott
10801 Starkey Rd. Ste. 104-231 Seminole FL 33777
844-608-1860
donna@pssafetyconnection.com

Safety & Identity Solutions for Your School!
NEW ITEM! Parking Permits for Students and Staff in 
FULL COLOR!
Plus...Car Rider Pick UP Tags, Backpack Tags, Hall Passes, 
Lanyards.Free Samples of all items at our booth!

PowerSchool (15)
Amie Briggs
150 Parkshore Drive, Folsom, CA 95630 
916-693-7737
amie.briggs@powerschool.com
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challenges before developing a plan/solution. Partners 
such as Heinemann, The Booksource, and others afford 
the opportunity to provide best in class resources, tech-
nologies and services within K-12 education.

Riverside Insights (29)
Tara Mathis
One Pierce Place #900, Itasca, IL  60143 
404-735-2253
Tara.Mathis@riversideinsights.com
 
At Riverside Insights™  shares your commitment to help-
ing individuals elevate their learning potential.  That’s 
why they offer a proven portfolio of trusted and precise 
assessments, such as the Iowa Assessments™, Wood-
cock-Johnson®, and CogAT®, that provides the clarity 
and perspective needed to create a meaningful impact.  
Visit www.riversideinsights.com today. 

School Check-In (40)
Barry Peterson
PO Box 17979; Tampa, FL  33682
813-962-7264
info@schoolcheckin.com

School Security -- America’s Favorite, Fastest and 
Easiest way to Check IN/OUT students, faculty & 
staff, volunteers, visitors, parent/guardians at your 
school. Always know who is on your campus. Of-
fenderCHECK -- scans each visitor’s driver’s license 
and do an instant sex offender search.
POWER SCHOOL PARTNER with Data Integration

Sensory Solutions (21)
Jay Perkins
3747 Cloudland Drive, Atlanta, GA 30327 
404-307-5790  
jay@sensoryroomcreations.com

Sensory room design installation and training from con-
cept to completion. With 12 years experience working 
with special needs schools, including GNETS, the Sen-
sory Room Solutions is an independent contractor who 
works with multiple vendors of special needs equipment, 
assuring the best quality and pricing.

ShareCare (3)
Denise Dym
255 E Paces Ferry Rd NE Ste 700, Atlanta, GA 30305
404-788-060
denise.dym@sharecare.com

Sharecare administers the Be Well SHBP well-being pro-
gram.  If you are enrolled in a State Health Benefit Plan 
(SHBP) through either Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield 
or UnitedHealthcare (non-Medicare Advantage), you and 
your covered spouse can each earn up to 480 well-being 
incentive points and redeem those points for your choice of 
a reward!  This program is available at no additional cost.

Sheldon Laboratory Systems (44)
John Walden
102 Kirk St, Crystal Springs, MS 39059 
904-710-0094
jhalden@sheldonlabs.com

Since 1898, Sheldon Laboratory Systems has led the way 
in innovative lab design. Whether it was one of their new 
product designs, such as the Axis Infinity® collaborative 
workstation, the teacher’s Infinity demonstration desk, or 
the Synergy sink series, their passion for innovation, quality, 
reliability, on-time and complete delivery has continued to 
set the bar.

SHIELD Lockdown Systems (38)
Scott Ethridge
128 Newnan St, Carrollton, GA 30117
478-244-5637  
sethridge@shieldlockdown.com

SHIELD Lockdown System is a trusted school lockdown 
system that heightens the safety of students and staff during 
various threats to your campus.  The system has been craft-
ed through diligent research of past tragedies in U.S. schools 
and careful collaboration with Law Enforcement Agencies.  
This process has resulted in the development of a one-of-a-
kind patented lockdown system to mitigate against threats to 
our nation’s educational establishments.

Silverback Learning (31)
Andrew Klingman 
73 Sweet Birch Ln, Dallas, GA 30132
770-852-0766
aklingman@silverbacklearning.com
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Spud Bowen and Associates, LLC
Carson Bowen and Conner Bowen

Chip Bowen and Chad Bowen
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Silverback Learning supports personalized learning for all 
by providing solutions that create...
- Powerful insights into student performance indicators 
including SEL benchmarks.
- Comprehensive formative and summative assessments 
that are standards-aligned.
- The ability to increase PLC efficiencies and promote tar-
geted PD for educators.

Snooty Hooty Too (17)
Stephanie Graham 
37 Holland Street Hartwell GA 30643
770-853-6847
Stephanie.snootyhooty@gmail.com 

Sterling silver and natural gemstone jewelry. Compli-
mentary on site engraving.

Springbrook Autism Behavioral Health (57)
Carol Garrett 
1 Havenwood Lane Travelers Rest, SC 29690 
404-513-5847
carol.garrett@springbrookbhs.com  

Residential and stabilization and assessment programs for 
children and adolescents on the Autism Spectrum.

SRJ Architects (10)
David Guerra, AIA
P.O. Box 70489,  Albany, Georgia 31708
229-344-4865
dguerra@srjarchitects.com

We are a full service Architectural and Interior Design firm,
Specializing in K-12 School design. From Facility Plans, 
to small renovations, to large scale school projects,we can 
provide the services and the expertise to develop and man-
ageany project customized to YOUR unique needs.

Telehealth Services (48)
Blake Coty 
1523 Old Valdosta Road, Ray City, GA 31645  
770-712-7809
bcoty@esenetworks.com

ESE Telehealth provides the most efficient solutions for 
school systems looking to implement telehealth (acute care) 
and teletherapy (mental health) programs.

TRS  (14)
Mike Zarem 
Two Northside 75, Ste 100, Atlanta, GA 30318  
404-425-6616
mike.zarem@trsga.com

The Teachers Retirement System of Georgia provides the 
full range of pension benefit services for Georgia’s public 
school teachers, covered employers, and related organiza-
tions.

University of Georgia Mary Frances Early
  College of Education  Diamond Sponsor
Melanie Baer
110 Carlton Street, Suite G-10G, Athens, GA 30602
706-542-4556
mbaer@uga.edu 

The University of Georgia Mary Frances Early College of 
Education, Office of Outreach and Engagement utilizes 
internationally recognized faculty to create professional de-
velopment opportunities for K-12 teachers, leaders, coun-
selors and other school personnel.  The Office of Outreach 
and Engagement conducts workshops and conferences on 
campuses in Athens and Gwinnett as well as around the 
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state.  We also offer workshops on-location for individual 
school systems and districts upon request.  Stop by our 
booth for more information about the programs we offer or 
visit www.coe.uga.edu/events.

 
University of Georgia-State 4-H Office  (L3-L4)
Diamond Sponsor
Arch Smith 
University of Georgia Hoke Smith Annex, Athens, GA 
30602    	         
706-542-4444  
asmith@uga.edu

4-H , a unit of Cooperative Extension in the College of 
Agricultural and Environmental Sciences and part of the 
University of Georgia, is education and positive youth 
development. Our purpose, mission and mandate is to 
reach out to the youth of Georgia by providing unbiased, 
research-based education. 4-H provides experiential learn-
ing with practical application taking the University to the 
people.  

 
VitalSmarts (60)
Bronze Sponsor
Clark Beal 
282 River Bend Lane Ste. 100, Provo, UT 84604 
801-362-2713  
clark.beal@vitalsmarts.com

Named a Top 20 Leadership Training Company, Vi-
talSmarts is home to the award-winning Crucial Conversa-
tions®,Crucial Accountability®,Influencer, Getting Things 
Done®, and The Power of Habit™Training and New York 
Times best-selling books of the same titles.These courses 
enable organizations to achieve new levels of performance 
by changing employee behavior. VitalSmarts has consult-
ed with more than 300 of the Fortune 500 companies and 
trained more than 2.6 million people worldwide. www.
vitalsmarts.com

Voyager/Sopris Learning (43)
Bronze Sponsor
Linda James 
17855 Dallas Parkway, Ste 400, Dallas, TX 7528	    	
404-226-5618 
linda.james@voyagersopris.com

Voyager Sopris Learning® provides research- and evi-
dence-based educational solutions for sustained success, 

including assessments, professional development and 
school-improvement services, literacy and math interven-
tion and supplemental tools, and positive school climate 
resources. For more information, visit www.voyagersopris.
com.

Write Score   (47)
Jessica Smith
350 Englenook Dr. Debary FL. 32713
866-456-0590
jessica.smith@ writescore.com

Write Score is a leader in hand-scored formative as-
sessments aligned to the Georgia Milestones. Write Score 
also provides lesson plans and activities that can be built 
into your curriculum or used for remediation. 
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2020 GAEL L4GA Training - Macon - August 24, September 16-17

2020 GACIS Fall Conference – Athens – September 24-25

2020 SSTAGE Fall Conference – Macon - September 29

2020 GSSA Fall Bootstrap – Athens – October 14-15

2020 GAESP/GAMSP - Lanier Islands - October 25-27

2020 GAEL Legal Issues Conference - Athens - November 4-6

2020 GASSP Fall Conference – Savannah – November 14-16

2020 G-CASE Fall Conference – Savannah - November 18-20

2020 GASPA Fall conference – St Simons Island – December 7

2020 GACIS Winter Conference – Lake Lanier – December 7-8

2021 Winter GAEL –Athens -  January 24-26, 2021

Upcoming Events

www.gael.org



                        2020 GAEL Summer Conference     |  55      

Convention Center Map




