TIPS FOR PROCLAMATIONS

Proclamations are an excellent tool that can be used to draw public attention to an event.  Governors, legislatures, mayors, and governing bodies of local government units all can issue proclamations.  In addition to increasing public awareness of an event, proclamations also draw policymaker’s attention to an issue.

To have a proclamation issued, contact the government entity’s communication office via letter or phone call and ask about the process.  Typically, you will need to have the proclamation written and allow it to be reviewed for approval by the office of the individual signing the document.  Use the sample proclamation format as a guide, and insert relevant statistics and issues for your community.

After the proclamation is signed, use it!  Make copies and have them available on table displays in office lobbies, at press conferences, public presentations, and the like.  Send copies to local newspapers and media.  Post at government offices to reinforce the message.


SAMPLE PROCLAMATION

Whereas, the National Council on Problem Gambling [and any additional state/local sponsors] has designated March 2016 as Problem Gambling Awareness Month; 

Whereas, problem gambling is a public health issue affecting millions of Americans of all ages, races, and ethnic backgrounds; 

Whereas, problem gambling has a significant societal and economic cost for individuals, families, businesses and communities; 

Whereas, problem gambling is treatable and treatment is effective in minimizing this harm to both individuals and society as a whole; 

Whereas, numerous individuals, professionals and organizations have dedicated their efforts to the education of the public about problem gambling and the availability and effectiveness of treatment; 

Whereas, the National Council on Problem Gambling, [list additional participating organizations] invite all residents of [city/state] to participate in Problem Gambling Awareness Month.

Therefore, I, (name and title of official), do hereby proclaim the month of 
March 2016 as:

Problem Gambling Awareness Month

[bookmark: _GoBack]In [city/state] and encourage all citizens to support the National Council on Problem Gambling [and any additional state/local sponsors] in their efforts to Have the Conversation with friends, family, patients and clients about gambling addiction.  


____________________
Signature

