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WELCOME TO THE FLORIDA IAAI CHAPTER 2026 AGM / ATC  

This year, our 2026 Annual General Meeting/Annual Training Conference is being held at the Drury Plaza Hotel 
Orlando - Disney Springs® Area, located at 2000 Hotel Plaza Boulevard, Lake Buena Vista, FL 32830. We are 
very excited about the training that will be provided to you, our fellow members. This year’s classes provide a 
wealth of knowledge from well-known speakers nationwide.  

INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF ARSON INVESTIGATORS 

ABOUT THE IAAI  

The International Association of Arson Investigators® (IAAI®) is an international professional association of 
more than 10,000 fire investigation professionals, united by a strong commitment to suppress the crime of arson 
through professional fire investigation.  

VISION  

The IAAI shall continue to serve as the global resource for those working in and associated with the fire, arson, 
and explosion investigation profession with respect to fire safety and prevention; arson investigation, 
determination, and prosecution; and fire loss claims and litigation.  

WHY JOIN THE IAAI? 

● Career enhancement through professional credentialing programs: Certified Fire Investigator (IAAI-
CFI®), Fire Investigation Technician (IAAI-FIT®), Evidence Collection Technician (IAAI-ECT®), and 
Certified Instructor (IAAI-CI®) 

● Professional development through IAAI-exclusive, in-person classes, and the annual IAAI International 
Training Conference 

● In-depth education in the latest fire investigation topics covered in Fire & Arson Investigator journal, 
IAAI’s quarterly journal (in print or electronic) 

● Comprehensive Membership Directory (available online to Members only) 
● Networking opportunities with fellow members and expert instructors 
● $11,000 Accidental Death & Dismemberment Insurance Policy 
● Local training and networking opportunities through IAAI chapters 
● Representation of members’ interests in Washington, D.C. 
● Representation for IAAI on NFPA committees relating to fire investigation. 
● Support for testing and research projects relating to fire investigation. 

www.firearson.com  

  JOIN OUR FACEBOOK! 

Fire Investigators of Florida, Inc.  

https://www.facebook.com/people/Florida-Chapter-International-Association-of-Arson-
Investigators/61583603619968/?ref=embed_page   

https://maps.google.com/maps?daddr=28.378342,-81.510818
https://maps.google.com/maps?daddr=28.378342,-81.510818
http://www.firearson.com/
https://www.facebook.com/people/Florida-Chapter-International-Association-of-Arson-Investigators/61583603619968/?ref=embed_page
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President’s Welcome  

Dear Conference Attendees, 

Welcome to the 2026 Fire Investigators of Florida Annual Training Conference and General Meeting! 

On behalf of the Florida Chapter of the International Association of Arson Investigators, it is my 
pleasure to welcome you to the Drury Plaza Hotel Orlando, Disney Springs Area, for another 
outstanding week of education, networking, and professional development. 

Our annual conference is one of the highlights of the year because it brings together professionals from 
every facet of the fire investigation community. Whether you are a fire investigator, law enforcement 
officer, insurance professional, forensic specialist, prosecutor, or industry partner, your presence reflects 
a shared commitment to advancing our profession and enhancing public safety. 

This year's program features nationally recognized instructors and subject-matter experts who will 
provide timely, practical training on current investigative techniques, emerging technologies, legal 
updates, and real-world case studies. We hope the knowledge you gain during these sessions will 
strengthen your investigative skills and provide valuable resources you can take back to your agency or 
organization. 

Just as important as the classroom instruction are the opportunities to connect with fellow professionals. 
The relationships built during this conference foster collaboration, encourage the exchange of ideas, and 
strengthen the partnerships that are essential to successful fire and explosion investigations. Together, 
we continue to raise the standards of our profession and improve the services we provide to our 
communities. 

During our Annual General Meeting, we will reflect on the past year's accomplishments, recognize the 
outstanding contributions of our members, and discuss the future direction of our association. Your 
participation and continued support are what make the Fire Investigators of Florida a strong and 
respected organization. 

Thank you for your dedication to the fire investigation profession and for being a valued member of our 
association. I hope you find this conference educational, engaging, and rewarding. I encourage you to 
take full advantage of every training opportunity, reconnect with colleagues, make new professional 
connections, and enjoy everything this conference has to offer. 

I appreciate your attendance and wish you a safe, productive, and enjoyable conference. 

Sincerely, 

Joseph Pietrafesa 
President 
Fire Investigators of Florida, Inc. 
Florida Chapter of the International Association of Arson Investigators (IAAI) 



Vice President’s Welcome  
Dear Attendees, 

On behalf of the Florida Chapter of the International Association of Arson Investigators (IAAI), it is my pleasure to 
welcome you to the 2026 Fire Investigators of Florida Annual Training Conference and General Meeting. We are 
proud to once again gather at the Drury Plaza Hotel Orlando – Disney Springs® Area in Orlando, Florida, for this 
outstanding opportunity to train, collaborate, and strengthen the fire investigation community. 

As I assume the role of Vice President, I would like to recognize and thank our previous Vice President, current 
President Joseph Pietrafesa, for his leadership and dedication to our association. His efforts have helped advance our 
organization's mission and support the professional development of fire investigators throughout the state. 

This conference continues to serve as a premier training event that brings together fire investigators, law enforcement 
professionals, attorneys, insurance representatives, and other key partners who play an essential role in fire and 
explosion investigations. The strength of our profession lies in this collaboration, and events like this allow us to learn 
from one another while advancing the science and practice of fire investigation. 

The training sessions and workshops scheduled throughout the conference have been carefully developed to provide 
relevant, practical, and up-to-date information. Our instructors and presenters bring a wealth of knowledge and real-
world experience that will help enhance your investigative skills and keep you informed of new techniques, 
technologies, and legal considerations impacting our field. 

In addition to the excellent training opportunities, this conference provides an important forum for networking and 
professional connections. I encourage each of you to take advantage of the opportunity to engage with fellow 
investigators, share experiences, and build relationships that will strengthen cooperation across agencies and 
disciplines. 

Thank you for your dedication to the fire investigation profession and for your continued commitment to protecting the 
communities we serve. Your work in the prevention, detection, and investigation of fires and related crimes is critical, 
and your participation in events like this ensures we continue to grow as professionals and as an organization. 

We are grateful for your attendance and involvement, and I look forward to meeting many of you during the 
conference. I hope you find this year’s event both informative and rewarding. 

Sincerely, 

Stephen Dollar 
Vice President 
Florida Chapter 
International Association of Arson Investigators (IAAI) 

 

 



Message from our membership chair, Karen Petersen 
Dear Members and Guests, 

Welcome to the 2026 Fire Investigators of Florida Annual Training Conference and General Meeting! On behalf of the Florida 
Chapter of the International Association of Arson Investigators (IAAI), I am pleased to welcome both our long-time members and those 
attending for the first time. Your participation is what continues to make this organization strong and ensures the continued advancement of 
the fire investigation profession throughout our state. 

Over the past year, our chapter has continued to grow and evolve. Our membership remains strong, with professionals from law 
enforcement, the fire service, the insurance industry, the legal community, and the private sector working together to improve the quality 
and effectiveness of fire and explosion investigations. The strength of this organization lies in the diverse expertise and collaboration of its 
members. 

We have continued improving our chapter website to make it easier for members to access important information and resources. These 
improvements will allow members to stay informed about training opportunities, upcoming events, and chapter news. Our goal is to make 
the site a central hub where members can stay connected and engaged with the organization throughout the year. 

Membership in the Fire Investigators of Florida offers significant benefits. For an annual membership of $30, members gain access to 
discounted fire investigation training, a $5,000 life insurance benefit, access to CFITrainer.net resources, and voting privileges within the 
chapter. These benefits are designed to support your professional development while providing valuable resources to assist you in your 
work. 

Education remains the cornerstone of our chapter’s mission. Each year we strive to bring nationally recognized instructors and subject 
matter experts to Florida to deliver high-quality training on emerging investigative techniques, scientific advancements, and evolving 
technologies. These educational opportunities help members earn continuing education units for the IAAI Certified Fire Investigator (CFI) 
designation and assist with maintaining state certifications such as municipal fire safety inspector and fire service instructor. 

Our chapter also remains committed to recognizing and supporting our members. Through scholarships such as the Ryan Ward 
Scholarship, the Past President’s Scholarships, the Larry Weintraub Scholarship, and the William “Bumper” Moylan Memorial 
Scholarship, we help members pursue additional training and professional development. We also recognize excellence through awards, 
including Fire Investigator of the Year and Photo of the Year, and celebrate the accomplishments of members who solve significant 
cases, earn new certifications, or advance in their careers. 

The Fire Investigators of Florida continues to be an outstanding organization for anyone involved in the field of fire investigation. The 
professional networking, educational opportunities, and collaborative environment are unmatched, especially when combined with an 
affordable membership. 

If you are not currently a member, we encourage you to consider joining and becoming part of this growing community. Information about 
membership and scholarship opportunities can be found on our website. 

Thank you for being part of the Fire Investigators of Florida community. I hope you enjoy this year’s conference, connect with fellow 
professionals, and take full advantage of the training and networking opportunities available. 

Sincerely, 

Karen Petersen 
Secretary / Membership Chair 
Fire Investigators of Florida – 9th Chapter 
International Association of Arson Investigators (IAAI) 

 



Chapter Committees 

Awards 

CHAIR 
Paul Haas, HSM Consulting 
paulh@hsmconsulting.net 

IAAI # 1304376 

Training & Education 

CHAIR 
Josh Bass, Criminal Investigations Division 

Bureau of Fire and Arson Investigations 
fliaaitraining@gmail.com 

IAAI# 1402230 
 

Karl Morgan, Criminal Investigations Division 
Bureau of Fire and Arson Investigations 

IAAI# 1306976 

By-Laws 

CHAIR 
Allison Van Fleet, Southeast Law Group 

allisonvanfleet@gmail.com 
IAAI# 1403862 

Chapter bylaws can be found at 
https://www.flaiaai.com/By-Laws 

 
 

Membership 

CHAIR 
Karen Peterson, Liberty Mutual 

fliaaisecretary@gmail.com 
IAAI# 117177 

CFI 

CHAIR 
Josh Bass, Criminal Investigations Division 

Bureau of Fire and Arson Investigations 
fliaaitraining@gmail.com 

IAAI# 1402230 

Chapter Store 

CHAIR 
Amelia Hitchcock, Criminal Investigations Division 

Bureau of Fire and Arson Investigations 
fliaaivendors@gmail.com 

IAAI#1307469 
 

Joseph Pietrafesa, Criminal Investigations Division 
Bureau of Fire and Arson Investigations 

fliaaipresident@gmail.com 
IAAI# 1307509 

 

Website 

CHAIR 
Stephen Dollar, Kevin Hays Fire Consulting 

fliaaivp@gmail.com 
IAAI# 1309548 

 
Jake Miller, Tarpon Springs Police Department 

fliaaicentraldirector@gmail.com 
IAAI# 1404113 

 

https://www.flaiaai.com/By-Laws


 

IAAI Staff 

Anne Stone 
Executive Director                                                                                                                               

Kate Marine 
Chief of Staff 

Director International Training 

Nick Wesdock 
ITC Meetings Manager 

Danielle Spigler 
Director of Certification                                                                                                                              

Lisa Erisman 
Journal Editor and Marketing Manager 

Ashley Gelzer 
Director of Membership 

  Alex Koons 
Training Manager 

Tina Lorden 
Association Coordinator 

Dana Dews 
Staff Accountant                                                                                                                          

 John Chevere 
  Association Coordinator 

Karra Lang 
Association Coordinator 

 

IAAI Officers 

Devin Palmer                                 
President 

Chris Ward                                                      
1st Vice President 

David Cheers                                  
2nd Vice President 

 
David Bridges         Randy Watson 

Immediate Past President                      Secretary/Treasurer 

IAAI Directors 

James Gault, Tennessee 
Board of Director 

  

Mike Roarty, South Carolina 
Board of Director 

  

Jason Mardirosian, Florida 
Board of Director 

  
Matthew Hartnett, Massachusetts 

Board of Director 
  

David Brannon, Texas 
Board of Director 

  

Greg Gorbett, Kentucky 
Board of Director 

  
Corey Cunningham, Georgia 

Board of Director 
  

Greg Whited, New Mexico 
Board of Director 

  

Joseph M. Paolo, New Jersey 
Board of Director 

  
Keith Paffrath, Arizona 

Board of Director 
  

Stephen P. Rinaldi, Colorado 
Board of Director 

  

Rose Rozmiarek, Kansas 
Board of Director 

  
Cassandra Jones 

Recording Secretary 
  

Jerry Naylis 
Parliamentarian 

  

Bill Barrows 
Chaplin 

  
James Bales 

Sergeants at Arms 
Laura McCarthy 

Sergeants at Arms 
Carl Dolente 

Sergeants at Arms 



 

                             

Conference Training Schedule 

Saturday, October 17, 2026 
8:00 pm – 5:00 pm Evidence Essentials Course 

Sunday, October 18, 2026 
8:00 am – 12:00 pm Evidence Collection Technician (IAAI-ECT®) 

Monday, October 19, 2026  

Sign-in 7:30 am – 8:00 am 
 
Opening Ceremonies 8:00 am – 10:00 am 
 
Welcome Address 

President Joseph Pietrafesa - Florida Chapter International Association of Arson Investigators 
 
Flag Presentation and Pledge of Allegiance 

Flag presentation ceremony by the Criminal Investigations Division Honor Guard and the Central Florida 
Tourism Oversight District Fire Department Pipes and Drums 

 
Invocation/Opening Prayer 

Chaplain Lonnie Crawford, Orlando Fire Department 
 
Keynote Speech 

Director Luis Negrete, Florida Department of Financial Services, Criminal Investigations Division 

Awards Presentation 
President Joseph J. Pietrafesa, Florida Chapter of the International Association of Arson Investigators 

 



Session 1: 10:00 am - 12:00 pm 

Practical Legal Expectations of the Fire Investigator, 2 Hours  
 
Jason Mardirosian 

Jason has an extensive background in fire, arson, and explosion investigations for both the public and private 
sectors. Having 17 years’ experience with the Chicago Fire Department’s Office of Fire Investigations and over 23 
years of experience conducting investigations potentially involving Subrogation, Liability, and Fraud, as well as 
forensic consultation for various law firms in personal injury and wrongful death litigation. Currently, he specializes 
in forensic fire and explosion matters of significant Subrogation potential, personal injury, and third-party liability 
concerns. He has taught independently and in a team setting for various agencies and groups, including Illinois, 
Ohio, Wisconsin, Indiana, New York, Seattle, WA, Alaska, and the U.S. Virgin Islands/St. Croix, Texas, Maine, 
Jamaica, and several ATF task force programs. He is certified by the International Association of Arson 
Investigators to teach the Evidence Collection Technician certification class and the Fundamental Fire/Arson 
Investigator course. Also, he have taught internationally in Algiers, Algeria (Africa) for Engility Corporation on 
behalf of the United States Department of Justice and the ICITAP program as a forensic advisor/Law 
Enforcement consultant teaching arson and explosion scene investigations, evidence collection & analysis, as 
well as, advanced curriculum, to the Investigators and Laboratory personnel from the Defense Ministry and the 
National Police from the Ministry of the Interior & Fire brigade. He was also hired to conduct a comprehensive 
operational assessment of the Fire Investigation and Forensic Engineering unit of the Dubai Police Department, 
Ministry of the Interior, United Arab Emirates. Lastly, he was awarded the International Investigator of the Year 
award from the International Association of Arson Investigators (IAAI) in 2006, as well as the Investigator of the 
Year/ Harry Schaefer award for the State of Illinois in 2006. 

Lunch: 12:00 pm - 1:00 pm 

Session 2: 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm 

NICB Services & Vehicle Identification 
 
Equip yourself with the specialized tools and investigative support offered by the National Insurance Crime 
Bureau (NICB). This session provides a comprehensive look at how NICB Special Agents bridge the gap between 
law enforcement and the insurance industry. Participants will learn to navigate regional resources, leverage the 
NICB Key Fob Program, and extract critical investigative data from modern vehicle infotainment systems.  
 
Beyond digital data, this course dives into the physical "nuts and bolts" of vehicle forensics. You will learn expert 
techniques for locating confidential/hidden VINs and utilizing NICB services to identify vehicles that have been 
severely damaged or burned beyond recognition. Whether you are working a routine theft or a complex arson 
case, this course delivers the technical knowledge needed to identify the unidentifiable.  
 
Dave Sicilian II, MSCJ, BSCJ - Special Agent, NICB 
Southeast Region, Tampa Bay, FL Area 
 
Special Agent Dave Sicilian serves with the National Insurance Crime Bureau (NICB) in Tampa, where he leads 
initiatives with the Suncoast Auto Theft Intelligence Unit and promotes collaboration between law enforcement 
and insurance partners. With more than 32 years in law enforcement—including 25 as a supervisor with the 
Columbus (Ohio) Division of Police—his experience spans homicide, narcotics, internal affairs, and accident 
investigation. He is a BERLA-certified Vehicle Forensics Technician and Examiner and a former criminal justice 
instructor. Dave has over 35 years of public speaking and training experience and is recognized for his expertise 
in auto theft investigations and intelligence sharing. 



Tuesday, October 20, 2026 
Session 1: 8:00 am - 12:00 pm 

Fatal Fire Investigation Course: How the Human Body Burns and 
What is Left for Investigators at the Fatal Fire Scene (Part 1) 
 
The Fatal Fire Investigation Course is based on the scientific approach of documenting how the human 
body burns and what remains as evidence of the victim’s body after the fire. This training is derived from 20+ 
years of experimental research that has documented how the human body burns within different fire 
environmental settings, the heat-related changes of the body’s layered soft tissues and bones, and the 
movements of the body and limb flexion (pugilistic posture), what survives the after fire, and what the investigator 
should look for as evidence of victim’s burned remains at the fatal fire scene, and the effective methods for search 
and recovery of burned human remains that are considered ‘burned beyond recognition’. 
 
Elayne Pope, Ph.D., Forensic Anthropologist at Fatal Fire Research and Education 
 
Dr. Elayne Pope is the Director of Fatal Fire Research and Education, who studies how the human body burns 
during vehicle, structure, outdoor, and incendiary fire events. She provides ongoing training for fire investigators, 
law enforcement, crime scene investigators, and medicolegal death investigators/coroners, and is a subject-
matter expert in Fire Fatality Investigations. Dr. Pope examines thermal damage on burned human remains and 
bones as it applies to forensic casework in legal proceedings. 
 
Lunch 12:00 pm - 1:00 pm 

Session 2: 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm 

Fatal Fire Investigation Course: How the Human Body Burns and 
What is Left for Investigators at the Fatal Fire Scene (Part 2) 
 
Elayne Pope, Ph.D., Forensic Anthropologist at Fatal Fire Research and Education 
 

Chapter General Meeting 5:30 pm – 6:30 pm 
 

Wednesday, October 21, 2026 
Sign-in 

7:30 am – 8:00 am 

Session 1: 8 am- 12 pm 

Fire Dynamics, Ventilation, and Compartment Fire Dynamics (4 hours) 

This course addresses eight of the sixteen minimum job performance requirements (JPRs) outlined in NFPA 1033 
(Standard for Professional Qualifications for Fire Investigator) necessary to perform as a fire investigator. Basic 



scientific and engineering principles relating to fire dynamics are taught in conjunction with relevant case studies 
and practical demos. 

This course begins with a review of the fundamentals of fire dynamics principles and builds upon that with an 
introduction to more advanced topics, including compartment fire dynamics, damage dynamics, and multiple 
interactive case studies. Damage dynamics is a methodology used to assist in determining the origin of a fire 
within a complex compartment based upon knowledge of available fuel locations, as well as the ventilation 
sources. The interactive case studies will allow groups of investigators to view photographs from complex training 
cells in order to make origin determinations. After the groups have determined an origin for each case study, 
photos, videos, and data collected during the fires will be presented to the group. 

Jonathan Butta, PE -ATF Fire Research Laboratory 

Jonathan Butta currently works full-time as a Fire Research Engineer with the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms, and Explosives (ATF) Fire Research Laboratory (FRL), located in Beltsville, MD. He graduated from the 
Department of Fire Protection Engineering at the University of Maryland with a Bachelor of Science degree in May 
2012 and a Master of Engineering in December of 2017. 

Lunch 12:00 pm - 1:00 pm  

Session 3: 1 pm – 5 pm 

Smoking Materials as Ignition Sources (4 hours) 

Smoking materials are frequently cited as the cause of fires. According to NFPA, 16,500 fires were caused by 
smoking materials in 2016, down nearly 77% since 1980. The introduction of smoke-resistant furnishings, Fire 
Standard Complaint (FSC) cigarettes, and declines in cigarette consumption have reduced the likelihood of these 
events in recent years but not eliminated them. This course will provide a review of the thousands of cigarette 
ignition trials conducted at the ATF Fire Research Laboratory over the last 20 years, with a focus on how the fire 
investigator should consider smoking materials when determining the cause of fires. The course will culminate in 
an afternoon of hands-on cigarette tests, during which small groups of investigators will attempt to ignite various 
fuels with lit cigarettes, record their results, and present them to the class. 

Jonathan Butta, PE -ATF Fire Research Laboratory 

Thursday October 22, 2026 
Sign-in 

7:30 am – 8:00 am 

Session 1: 8 am- 12 pm 

In the Hot Seat: Legal Considerations for the Public Investigator – Report Writing and Courtroom 
Testimony in Arson Cases. 
 
This course will focus on understanding the basics of arson laws, report writing skills, courtroom testimony skills, 
tips, and tricks. Understanding the law and the basics of how to write high-quality reports will assist investigators 
in building strong cases for successful prosecutions. Additionally, understanding the basics of testifying in court, 



including how to write a CV to become an expert, will allow the investigator to successfully communicate the 
evidence to a jury and the court to secure a conviction in the cases that are charged.  
 
Katy Flannagan 
Assistant State's Attorney 
DUI and Major Traffic Crimes Unit Supervisor 
Kane County State’s Attorney’s Office 
 
Katy Flannagan is an Assistant State’s Attorney with the Kane County State’s Attorney’s Office. She earned her 
Bachelor of Arts from the University of Illinois with James Scholar Honors in 2014. Katy went on to earn her Juris 
Doctorate from the University of Illinois College of Law in 2017, graduating Summa Cum Laude and receiving the 
distinction of Order of the Coif. Katy began working for the State’s Attorney’s Office in 2013 as a non-legal intern. 
She continued her time there as a legal intern throughout law school and was sworn in as a full-time Assistant 
State’s Attorney in 2017 after passing the Illinois Bar 
Examination. She has worked as an ASA in various branch courts, the misdemeanor DUI division, and the felony 
trial division, and is now the Supervisor of the DUI and Major Traffic Crimes Unit, a role she has held since 2022. 
As the Supervisor of that unit, Katy oversees 2 misdemeanor ASAs and up to 7 felony ASAs. In her time as an 
ASA, Katy has been involved in approximately 150 trials, including over 30 jury trials. Katy also serves as the 
Kane County SAO’s liaison to the Kane County Arson Task Force. She regularly puts on training for the Arson 
Task Force to assist members in report writing skills, courtroom testimony skills and discussing the importance of 
collaborative work between the legal and investigative work the two entities perform. Since 2024, Katy has also 
been presenting at NIPSTA to the fire investigator classes regarding report writing, courtroom testimony, and 
search warrants. She presented to the Illinois and Iowa chapters of the IAAI in January of 2026 regarding legal 
topics in arson investigations at their annual Midwest training conference. Katy is passionate about teaching 
others and sharing her knowledge to assist investigators in building stronger cases for the 
Courtroom. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 
The 27th Annual IAAI Florida Chapter ATC will be  

October 25-28, 2027 
Drury Plaza Hotel Orlando - Disney Springs® Area 

2000 Hotel Plaza Boulevard, Lake Buena Vista, FL 32830 

Stay updated. Visit https://www.flaiaai.com/ 

 

 

  

 78th Annual 
 International Training Conference 

Reno, NV 
April 25-29, 2027 

Peppermill Reno Resort 
  

https://maps.google.com/maps?daddr=28.378342,-81.510818
https://www.flaiaai.com/


 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Lunch Sponsor/Bag Sponsor 

 



 
 

  Michaela D. Scheihing, Managing Partner  
 

The firm’s clients have the benefit of the experienced 
partners’ skill in written and oral advocacy, quality file 

analysis and attention, and case management efficiency with 
strict adherence to client guidelines. 

 
Office Locations 

 
Daytona Beach 

1825 Business Park Blvd., Suite A 
Daytona Beach, FL 32114 

Phone: 386.274.1700 
Email: info@southeastlaw.com 

 
Saint Petersburg 

9500 Koger Blvd., Suite 104 
Saint Petersburg, FL 33702 

Phone: 386.274.1700 
Email: info@southeastlaw.com 
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EFI Global, Inc. 

Tampa, Florida 
OFFICE 321-251-9091| FAX 321-251-9099 

CELL 813-484-5613 | EMAIL 
Rob.Kohnke@efiglobal.com 

www.efiglobal.com | Caring counts® 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Lunch Sponsor 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 



 



 

 



Annual Scholarship Guidelines: 

Scholarships will be granted annually. The scholarships given will be determined by the 
Awards Committee with the approval of the Executive Board and Regional Directors. To be 
eligible, applicants must be a member in good standing with the Florida Chapter of the 
International Association of Arson Investigators. Applications must be postmarked no later 
than September 1, 2026. Applications postmarked after that date will not be considered.  

Ryan Ward Scholarship 

The Ryan Ward Scholarship was established to honor the memory of Ryan Ward. The son of 
lifetime member Jack Ward, Ryan was training to become a fire investigator in the family 
tradition of his father at the time of his tragic death at the age of 23. Ryan was a dedicated 
and involved member of the Florida Chapter. A scholarship will be awarded annually to a 
fire service member for training in fire investigation under this program. The scholarship 
will cover the cost of registration, hotel room, and any meals at the host hotel. The 
applicant would be responsible for his or her own transportation. 

Larry Weintraub Scholarship 

The Larry Weintraub Scholarship was established to honor one of the great pioneers in the 
field of fire investigations. Larry Weintraub has spent decades working in fire 
investigations in both the public and private sectors. He has been involved in the Florida 
Chapter since 1973. Larry has held many positions with the Florida Chapter, including 
chapter President. In 1999, Larry was given the Distinguished Life Member Award. Larry is 
also known for his role in the discovery of open neutral phenomena. The scholarship is 
awarded annually. The scholarship covers the cost of registration and hotel stay for the 
Annual Conference. The applicant would be responsible for his or her own transportation 
and food.  Requirements: The applicant must be hard-working and dedicated, with a strong 
will to never give up! This is open to members of the chapter in good standing. 

 Past Presidents Scholarship 

Two (2) scholarships will be granted annually. The Past Presidents Scholarship was 
established to provide financial means for a participant who would not otherwise have the 
opportunity to attend the training. Anyone who is actively engaged in some phase of Arson 
Investigation or the administration of justice at the time is encouraged to apply for the 
scholarship. The scholarship is awarded annually. The scholarship covers the cost of 
registration to the Annual Conference. The applicant would be responsible for his or her 



own transportation, housing, and food. Go to www.flaiaai.com and fill out the application. 
The application is located under training and education. 

William “Bumper” Moylan Memorial Scholarship 

The William “Bumper” Moylan Memorial Scholarship was established to honor the memory 
of Bumper, a longtime member, leader, and friend of the Florida Chapter. A proud and 
active member of the IAAI for more than 35 years, Bumper served on numerous 
committees, held leadership positions, including Past President, and received the Lifetime 
Membership Award from the Florida Chapter, where he was a devoted member for nearly 
four decades. Bumper Moylan will be remembered for his dedication, leadership, 
mentorship, and unwavering commitment to the fire investigation community. His legacy 
will continue to inspire those who had the privilege of knowing and working alongside him. 
The scholarship covers the cost of registration for the annual IAAI ITC, as well as 
accommodation at the host hotel for the duration of the ITC. The recipient is responsible 
for their own meals and transportation.   

 

Apply for next year’s Conference Scholarships! 
Go to https://www.flaiaai.com/Scholarships  and start your 

application. 
 
 
 

International Association of Arson Investigators – Florida Chapter 

Application for Membership/Renewal 

https://fiofi.wildapricot.org/Join-Today!  

https://www.flaiaai.com/Scholarships
https://fiofi.wildapricot.org/Join-Today


 


