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SUMMARY 
  

● Neurobiologist and medical communication specialist with over ten years of experience in project 
management and scientific publication writing. 

● Broad experience across a range of clinical areas including ophthalmology, neurodevelopmental 
disorders, autoimmune disease, and chronic pain. 

● Highly organized, collaborative, and able to handle multiple projects simultaneously  
 
SKILLS 
 
Scientific and medical writing, protocol development, CME, literature review, manuscript development, 
patient education, HCP Education, statistical analysis  
 
Software: Microsoft Word, EndNote, Excel, Microsoft PowerPoint, Adobe Acrobat, Matlab, GraphPad 
Prism, Google Workspace, Veeva 
                                          
WORK EXPERIENCE 
 
Freelance Medical Writer and Researcher                                  Jun 2024- Present          
Various Clients                                                               Remote  
 

● Develops in-depth educational materials including slide decks, pamphlets, and discussion guides for 
medical science liaisons, health care providers, patients, and medical affairs staff across diverse disease 
areas. 

● Owns content development process from beginning to end, independently carrying out research, writing, 
editing, and annotation of educational materials.  

● Distills and summarizes complex scientific literature for a range of audiences and stakeholders. 
 
Scientific Advisor                                                                                                              Dec 2023 – Present                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Cacti Therapeutics                                                                                                                              Remote              
                                                                                                                                      

● Provides expertise in identifying, interpreting, and synthesizing scientific literature pertinent to Cacti's 
mission to develop novel medicines for chronic pain and other indications.  

● Leverages cross-functional pharmaceutical and scientific writing skills to assist CEO in digesting and 
understanding advanced neuroscience concepts pertinent to Cacti's development pipeline. 

● Identifies research funding opportunities relevant to chronic pain and psychedelic drug development. 
● Maintains up to date knowledge of regulatory guidance and advances in patient care, medical devices, 

drug development, and clinical research.  
 
PhD Graduate Researcher                                      Sep 2019 – February 2024 
Brandeis University                                                                                            Waltham, MA                                                             
          

● Carried out complex, in-vivo electrophysiology experiments examining the impact of premature vision on 
response properties of neurons in the primary visual cortex of ferrets. 

● Cultivated effective scientific communication and writing skills resulting in speaking award, poster 
recognition at international conferences, and several publications.  

● Prepared and submitted a National Research Service Award grant and contributed to the preparation and 
submission of R01 grants. 

● Mastered scientific data presentation and analysis using diverse statistical methods and microscopy 
techniques. 



● Communicated research findings to patients, patient advocates, and clinicians. 
 
 

Research Assistant                                                            Jul 2016 – Sep 2019      
Boston Children’s Hospital                                                                                              Boston, MA 
                                                   

● Collaborated with PIs at Boston Children’s Hospital and Harvard Medical School in writing, designing 
and implementing in vivo neurobehavioral test protocols using state of the art software  
and equipment, and summarizing data in study reports. 

● Worked and liaised with veterinary staff and IACUC to write and update study protocols. 
● Presented research at an  
● international conference and published findings in a peer reviewed journal. 

 
EDUCATION 
 
Brandeis University, Doctor of Philosophy, Neuroscience                                         February 2024  
          
Cornell University, Bachelor of Science, Biology & Society                                          January 2014 
 
AWARDS  

● Graduate School of Arts and Sciences Travel and Research Award                             November 2023 
● Brandeis University PhD Conference Award                                                                  October 2023 
● Barbara Chapman Young Investigator Award                                                             November 2022 
● John Lisman ’66 Memorial Fellowship                                                October 2020 - December 2022 

 
PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 
 

● American Medical Writers Association 
 
PUBLICATIONS 
 
Griswold Sophie V, Van Hooser Stephen D (2025) Premature vision drives aberrant development of response 
properties in primary visual cortex, eLife 14:RP106513 
 
Griswold, Sophie V, and Stephen D Van Hooser. “Chapter 52: Development and Plasticity of  
Feature Selectivity.” Cerebral Cortex and Thalamus, Oxford University Press US, S.l., 2023.   
  
Chari, T., Griswold, S., Andrews, N., Fagiolini, M. “The Stage of the Estrus Cycle Is Critical for  
Interpretation of Female Mouse Social Interaction Behavior.” Frontiers in Behavioral  
Neuroscience, vol. 14, 2020  
  
Pearse, I., Griswold, S., Pizarro, D., Koenig, W. “Stage and Size Structure of Three Species of  
Oaks in Central Coastal California.” Madroño, vol. 61, no. 1, 2014
 


