
INSTRUCTORS/SPEAKERS:

DANIEL AUFDENBLATTEN

CEO / Pilot, Air Zermatt

daniel.aufdenblatten@air-zermatt.ch

MICHAEL BEHRENS

Compliance Verification Engineer, Airbus

michael.behrens@airbus.com

NIGEL COOPER

Pilot, Sonoma Co. (CA) Sheriff’s Office | Helicopter Unit

nigel.cooper@sonomacounty.gov

CORY DeARMITT

APSA Safety Program Manager;

Pilot, Cook County (IL) Sheriff's Office 

safety@publicsafetyaviation.org

ROBERT DORMAN

Lt. / Pilot, TX Dept. of Public Safety

Robert.Dorman@dps.Texas.gov

DAVE ELLIS

APSA President / 

Undersheriff, Spokane County (WA) Sheriff’s Office

dellis@publicsafetyaviation.org

DUSTIN GARDNER

Pilot, Texas Department of Public Safety

dustin.gardner@dps.texas.gov

CHRIS GATES

Texas Department of Public Safety

christopher.gates@dps.texas.gov

CRAIG HILZENDAGER

Pilot, Travis County (TX) STAR Flight

craig.hilzendager@traviscountytx.gov

MARC JONES

Asst. Chief Pilot, Travis Co. (TX) STAR Flight

marc.jones@traviscountytx.gov

DAN KNIGHT

APSA Training Program Manager;

Spokane County (WA) Sheriff’s Office (R)

dknight@publicsafetyaviation.org

ROBERT MAEKER

Texas Department of Public Safety

robert.maeker@dps.texas.gov

TERRY MIYAUCHI

Public Safety Segment Specialist,

Bell Textron / Unit Commander, Arizona Dept. of 

Public Safety (R)

tmiyauchi@bellflight.com

CDR NATHAN SHAKESPEARE

Chief Pilot, US Coast Guard | Air Ops 

nathan.a.shakespeare@uscg.mil

CHARLEY SHIMANSKI

Air Rescue Commission President;

Int’l Commission for Alpine Rescue 

charley.shimanski@gmail.com

DAN SCHWARZBACH

APSA Executive Director/CEO /  Houston (TX)

Police Department Air Support Unit (R)

dschwarzbach@publicsafetyaviation.org

JAKOB USKE

System Design, Airbus

jakob.uske@airbus.com

DAVE WEBER

Intermountain Health Hoist 

dave@mountainrescuecollective.com

0700 – 1700 Registration Open (GWCC Room C112 Lobby)

0800 – 0830 Welcoming Remarks Dave Ellis

Dan Schwarzbach 

Dan Knight

0830 – 0930 Accidents and Incidents Overview Cory DeArmitt

Charley Shimanski

0930 – 1000 Break / Networking / Sponsor Presentations / Visits

1000 – 1045 Getting to “NO” Dave Weber

1045 – 1100 Break / Networking / Sponsor Presentations / Visits

1100 – 1200 An Insight into Alpine Winter Rescue Operations Daniel Aufdenblatten

1200 – 1300 Lunch / Sponsor Presentations

1300 – 1345 Some Decisions Aren’t Easy, or Correct Terry Miyauchi

1345 – 1415 Break / Networking / Sponsor Presentations / Visits

1415 – 1545 Lessons Learned From Large Scale Flooding - 

Kerrville, TX

Representatives for: 

Travis Co. STAR Flight 

TX Dept. of Public Safety

US Coast Guard

1545 – 1600 Break / Networking / Sponsor Presentations / Visits

1600 – 1630 Henry 1 – Why VRLL Nigel Cooper

1630 – 1700 Helicopter Sling Load Operations- ESPN-R Michael Behrens

Jakob Uske

THANK YOU TO OUR 2026 SPONSORS

PLATINUM

SILVER BRONZE

INSERT YOUR LOGO HERE

INSERT YOUR LOGO HERE

GOLD

Instructor list may change based on operational needs and availability* UPDATED 02/26/2026
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